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Background  
 
The PEP project combines teacher training with the exchange of best practices in language education, 
alongside piloting new courses and facilitating strategic dialogue on the development and 
enhancement of Professional English Programs at the institutional level. Its overarching goal is to 
strengthen both institutional capacity and staff expertise in Professional English and Academic Writing 
across West Africa. 
 
This initiative responds to a structural challenge within francophone higher education systems: limited 
proficiency in advanced English constrains students’ and researchers’ ability to share their work with 
the global scientific community. As a result, language barriers hinder participation in international 
collaboration, networking opportunities, and access to competitive research funding. 
 
At present, English-language training in many partner universities remains insufficient, with over 80% 
of teaching and research conducted in French. Strengthening English skills—particularly in academic 
writing and oral communication—is therefore critical to improving the employability and international 
visibility of Master’s and PhD students, as well as researchers. Greater proficiency in English enables 
them to publish in international journals, present at global conferences, and engage more actively in 
collaborative research initiatives, including securing external funding and advancing towards greater 
academic autonomy. 
 
Ultimately, the PEP project seeks to enhance the competitiveness and institutional capacity of West 
African universities, empowering them to participate more effectively in international education, 
research, and collaboration. 
 

About this handbook 
 
The aim of this handbook is to compile, document, and make accessible the key teaching materials 
developed throughout the PEP project. The creation of the handbook followed a three-step process: 

1. Co-development of the course syllabus 
The initial syllabus was jointly developed during the teacher training sessions held in Uppsala (focusing 
on oral communication) and Galway (focusing on written communication). 

2. Course development at partner universities 
Following the joint development of the overall syllabus, teachers at partner universities in Africa 
further adapted and enriched the course content. Each institution tailored the units and sessions with 
materials relevant to their specific student contexts. These course plans were then piloted at each 
partner university. 

3. Compilation of the handbook 
The final stage involved consolidating all developed materials into a single, comprehensive document. 
This handbook is intended to serve as a valuable resource for teachers who participated in the PEP 
project, as well as for future teaching staff at partner universities. 
 
The handbook is divided into two main parts. Each part begins with an introductory section outlining 
the general course syllabus, followed by detailed course plans developed by the partner universities. 
 
Part I: Oral Communication- Course structure, learning outcomes, grading criteria, and lesson plans. 
Part II: Written Communication- Course structure, learning outcomes, grading criteria, and lesson 
plans. 
 


