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PEP Speaking Course 

Intended Learning Outcomes 

• Effective Communication: Students will enhance their ability to communicate clearly and 

confidently in various contexts, including personal introductions and professional 

discussions. 

• Narrative and Descriptive Skills: Students will develop the ability to share experiences and 

describe processes and tasks in a coherent and engaging manner. 

• Future Planning and Directional Communication: Students will gain the skills to discuss 

future plans and navigate conversations involving directions and locations effectively. 

• Analytical and Comparative Abilities: Students will improve their ability to compare and 

contrast ideas, express opinions, and participate in debates on course-related topics. 

Grading Criteria 

• Clarity and Coherence: Evaluation of how clearly and logically students present their ideas. 

This includes their ability to structure their discussion, and maintain a coherent flow of 

information. 

• Accuracy and Appropriateness: Assessment of the accuracy of the language used, including 

grammar, pronunciation, and use appropriate vocabulary when using expressions and 

terminology related to the course topics. 

• Participation and Interaction: Assessment of the students’ ability to engage in a meaningful 

discussion. This includes their use of questions, responses to others’ points, and overall 

participation in the conversation. Please note that student participation and attendance is 

mandatory. However, up to three seminar absences are permitted throughout the course. 

Any additional absences will only be considered under exceptional circumstances and at the 

discretion of the teacher. 

 

Assessment is for individual students. 

Seminars 

The 16 course seminars are divided into 8 units. Each seminar is two hours long. 

 

Unit 1: Introductions 

Seminar 1: people and their environment (Present Simple Tense). Greetings and talking about 

yourself Activity: Identity wheel 

Seminar 2: asking simple questions about other people Activity: Asking simple relevant questions. 

(wh-questions) 

At the end of the unit the students should be able to do the following in English: 

• Introduce themselves or someone else 
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• Ask and give information about their research and their work/academic environment 

Unit 2 Experience sharing 

Seminar 3: How was your weekend? What did you do yesterday? (Simple past) 

Seminar 4: past reference and experiences storytelling/reporting (linking words or rhetorical device in 

storytelling: once upon a time, then, etc.) 

At the end of the unit the students should be able to do the following in English: 

• Express themselves in the past 

 

Unit 3: Future plans and navigation 

Seminar 5: future plans/projects. Receiving guests (simple present, simple future, present 

progressive) 

Seminar 6: navigation/directions– asking and giving. (directional language) 

At the end of the unit the students should be able to do the following: 

• Speak about the future (projects, plans and perspectives) 

• Ask and give directions using the imperative. 

• Use prepositions of place and movement 

 

Unit 4: How do you do that? Field/Activities and occupation 

Seminar 1: description (what you do, experiment, etc.) 

Seminar 2: processes, instructions (how you do it, plural nouns, present participle, passive voice). 

At the end of the unit the students should be able to do the following in English: 

• Be able to describe daily tasks and experiments (vocabulary) 

• Use passive voice and present participles for instructions in field related procedures 

 

Unit 5: Creating opinion and debate 

Seminar 1: opinion, agreement and disagreement (the language of agreeing and disagreeing, short 

negations, question tags) 

Seminar 2: debate – role-play (using the target language from seminar 1 in a productive activity). 

At the end of the unit the students should be able to do the following in English: 

• Give and ask for opinion and participate in debate effectively. 

• Express agreement/disagreement 

 

Unit 6: Comparing and contrasting – expressing thoughts and feelings 

Seminar 1: What do you think about…? (economy, education, science, army, development, 



5  

infrastructure) (comparative) 

Seminar 2: which is the best (businesses, companies, schools, universities) (superlative) 

At the end of the unit the students should be able to do the following in English: 

• Use the comparative and superlative forms of adjectives effectively 

 

Unit 7: Sport, health and leisure 

Seminar 1: sport, health, social cohesion (the language of sport, present perfect, quantifiers, 

qualifiers) 

Seminar 2: sport and work-life balance 

At the end of the unit the students should be able to do the following in English: 

• Talk about the benefits of maintaining mental, and physical health and wellbeing in their 

field of work or study using the appropriate modals, quantifiers and qualifiers with nouns. 

 

Unit 8 Career and job opportunities 

Seminar 1: looking for a job (cover letter, CV, Job interview, job description 1, role play) 

Seminar 2: ambitions, goals, professional opportunities (future tenses, job description 2). At 

the end of the unit the students should be able to do the following in English: 

• Talk about qualifications and skills. 

• Use language to convince (interview, defence, in front of a board), able to 

• Express ambition 

 

Student Assessment 

Throughout this course, students will receive formative assessment through teacher feedback in 

class. 

After the course has finished there will be a final assessment conducted by the teachers. This 

assessment is as follows: 

Assessment 

This assessment is carried out with two students (three if necessary) working on the following 

format guided by an assessing teacher. 

Two-part assessment 

• General conversation 

• Pair discussion 
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Part 1: General Conversation (3-5 minutes) 

Purpose: Warm-up and assess basic conversational skills. 

Example Questions: 

1. Can you introduce yourself and tell me a little about your background? 

2. What are you currently studying or researching? 

3. How do you spend your weekends? 

4. What are your future plans after completing your degree? 

Supplemental Questions: 

• What do you enjoy most about your studies? 

• Can you describe a typical day in your life? 

• How do you stay motivated in your academic work? 

Part 2: Pair Discussion (7-10 minutes) 

Purpose: Discuss a course-related topic using a mind map for support. 

Students are given a minute to look at the mind map before staring their 

discussion. 

Example: Job Interview Preparation 

Topic: Preparing for a job interview in your field. 

Main Question: Discuss with your partner how can you prepare for a job 

interview in your field? Areas to Discuss: 

1. Research: company background, job role, industry trends. 

2. Skills: relevant qualifications, experience, soft skills. 

3. Practice: common interview questions, mock interviews, feedback. 

4. Presentation: dress code, body language, confidence. 

5. Useful Vocabulary: interview, preparation, skills, practice, presentation. 
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Individual university course plans 

ULSHB, Mali 

PEP CUSTOMIZED SPEAKING COURSE 

Dr. André KONE Dr. Kadidiatou TOURE 

UNIT ONE: Introductions 

 

Unit Objectives: At the end of the unit, the students should be able to do the following in English: 

◻* Introduce themselves or someone else 

 

◻* Ask and give information about their research and their work/academic environment 

 

Seminar 1: Getting to know your classmates (Introductions) Activity: Identity wheel 

 

 

Warm up (15min) 

 

Self introduction of the teacher 

 

Ask students about elements they find important while talking about themselves (name, ethnicity, 
place of birth, language, occupation, hobbies ). Provide them with additional 

elements. 

 

Activity (20min) 
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Instruction: Introduce yourself to your neighbour and get to know him/her by referring to some of the 
elements written on the board. After you are done, move to another classmate. 

Grammar focus (15 min): simple present tense, wh-questions 

 

Shared activity (20min): Introducing another (20min): 

 

After each student has finished introducing him/herself, the members of each group should introduce 
one of their classmates to the rest of the class. 

When introducing a classmate, students should include the following details: 

 

The person's name 

 

His/her field of study. 

 

What he/she has learned about the person (hobbies, interests, etc.). 

 

Something they have in common or a quality they appreciate in this person. 

 

Feedback (15min): 

After all presentations, discuss with students the points they found easy or difficult, and give tips for 
improving their speaking. 

Give a homework 

Seminar 2: asking simple questions about other people 1 Warm up (15min) 

What did we discuss last week? 

What is your field of research? 

Why did you engage in this field ? 

2 Activity (20min): pair work 

Instruction: In pair, ask questions to your classmate about his/her academic background using some of 
the elements written on the board (5min). 

 

Then share it out-loud with the classroom (20min). 

3 Grammar focus (15min): wh-questions 

4 Shared activity (20mn): 

 

Activity: Interviewing someone about their work and field of study 

 



9  

Interview Questions: 

What is your field of study?   

Why did you choose this field?   

Where do you study/work?   

How long have you been studying/working in this field?   

What do you enjoy most about your studies/work?   

What are your career aspirations?   

How do you think your studies/work will impact your future?   

5 Feedback (15min) 

Collect and give feedback on the: 

main elements discussed in introductions 

simple present 

wh questions 

Give a homework 

 

UNIT TWO: Experience sharing 

Unit Objectives: At the end of the unit, the students should be able to do the following in English: 

* Express themselves in the past 

Seminar 3: talking about a past activity (Simple past) 

Warm up (15min) 

-What did you do yesterday? 

-How was your weekend? 

Activity (20min): Experience sharing 

Instruction: Ask the students to relate their last holidays or a past experience 

Grammar focus (15min): simple past 

 

Shared activity (20min): 

Instruction: Provide students with a list of verbs in the past to be used in sentences. Ask them to share 
it with their partners 

Feedback (15min): 

-Collect and give feedback on the use of simple past 

Give a homework 

Seminar 4: past reference and experiences storytelling/reporting (linking words or rhetorical device in 
storytelling: once upon a time, then, etc.) 

Warm up (15min): 

What was the focus of last seminar? 

How do you link ideas in a story? 
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Activity (20min): Tell a story 

Instruction: Think of the following situations in which you might tell a story in everyday life. Tell your 
audience about one of the scenarios below. Sequence your ideas in a coherent way. 

-Talk about last weekend to a friend. 

-Relate information about your family to your children. 

-Tell colleagues about what happened on a business trip/holiday. 

Grammar focus (15min): linking words 

Shared Activity (20min): storytelling 

Instruction: Using the following linking words, tell a story to your classmates 

initially, finally, to start off with 

initially, as soon as, when 

after that, next, immediately 

then, after, next 

initially, finally, unexpectedly 

after that, meanwhile, to start with 

besides, all of a sudden, during 

while, finally, eventually 

in the end, finally, once upon a time 

Feedback (15min) 

 

Collect and give feedback on the use of simple past and linking words 

Give a homework 

 

UNIT THREE: Future plans and navigation. 

Unit Objectives: At the end of the unit, the students should be able to do the following: 

◻* Speak about the future (projects, plans and perspectives) 

◻* Ask and give directions using the imperative. 

◻* Use prepositions of place and movement 

Seminar 5: future plans/projects. Receiving guests (simple present, simple future, present progressive) 

Warm up (15min) 

-What are your resolutions for the coming year? 

Where would you like to travel in the future, and why? 2 Activity (20min): pair discussion 

Instructions: Imagine your professional life in the five coming years. Discuss with your partner 

3 Grammar focus (15min): Future (time and tenses) 

 

4 Shared activity (20min): Presentation 
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Instructions: Prepare a short presentation (2-3 minutes) about your future plans. Include the following 
points: 

Your career goals (Explain what you want to do and why) 

 

Places you want to visit (Describe where you want to go and what you hope to experience) 

 

Skills you want to learn (Discuss any new skills you want to acquire) 

 

Any challenges you anticipate (Mention any obstacles you may face and how you plan to overcome 
them) 

5 Feedback (15min) 

 

Collect and give feedback about ways to express future activities 

 

Give a homework 

 

Seminar 6: navigation/directions– asking and giving. (directional language) 1 Warm up (15min): 

Where is the university library located? 

How do you get to the English department? 

Activity (20min): Role Play 

 

Scenario 1: You are a new student at ULSHB. Ask someone for directions to the Confucius Institute. 

Scenario 2: You are a 3rd year student at ULSHB. Give directions to a freshman trying to find the 
university library of Kabala. 

Scenario 3: You are lost. Ask a passerby for directions to Kabala bus station. 

 

Grammar focus (15min): directional language and preposition of movement and place 

Shared activity (20min): Flash card game 

Teacher’s Instruction: Place cards with the names of the different places on a table. Ask a student to 
pick one card and show it to another student by asking: where is this place located on the map? 

Students’ Instruction: show the card to a classmate and ask where the place is located on the map
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Image from https://www.liveworksheets.com/w/en/english- second-language-esl/85959 

 

Feedback (15min) 

 

Collect and give feedback about how to get/give directions 

Give a homework 

 

 

UNIT FOUR: Description, How do you do that? Field/Activities and occupation 

Unit Objectives: At the end of the unit the students should be able to do the following in English: 

◻* Be able to describe someone or something (vocabulary) 

◻* Use passive voice and present participles for instructions in field related procedures 

Seminar 7: description 

Warm up (15min): 

Can you describe your favorite writer? 

Can you tell us about your research field? 

Activity (20min): Describe someone/something 

 

Instruction: Describe your role model and tell your classmates the reasons why he/she inspires you. 

Grammar focus (15min): adjectives 

 

Activity (20min): pair work (describe what you do) 

Instruction: In pair, ask questions to your classmate about his/her field/research interest using 
some of the elements written on the board. Take turns in the conversation. 

Feedback (15min) 

http://www.liveworksheets.com/w/en/english-
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Collect and give feedback about how to deal with description 

Give a homework 

 

Seminar 8: processes, instructions (how you do it, plural nouns, present participle, passive voice). 

Warm up (15min): 

-What is the process of registration in Malian Universities after Baccalaureate? 

-What is the process involved in getting your license certificate? 

Activity (20min): pair work (describe how do you do) 

Instructions: Imagine a scenario where you are advising a freshman on how to get registered at the 
Faculty of languages. Describe the process and practice with your mate. Inverse your roles. 

Grammar focus (15min): plural nouns, present participle, passive voice 

Shared Activity (20min): Dialog 

Scenario: Imagine your school/Department is organizing career days. You are in charge of a stand. 
A student comes to you with the wish to register in the MA Program. 

Instructions: In the form of dialog, describe the process to him (make sure you use passive forms) 

Feedback (15min) 

 

Collect and give feedback about how to deal with the description of processes and instructions. 

Give a homework 

 

UNIT FIVE: Creating opinion and debate 

Unit Objectives: At the end of the unit the students should be able to do the following in English: 

◻* Give and ask for opinion and participate in debate effectively. 

◻* Express agreement/disagreement 

Seminar 9: opinion, agreement and disagreement (the language of agreeing and disagreeing, short 
negations, question tags) 

Warm up (15min) 

On what issues do Malians agree/disagree? 

How do we express agreement/disagreement? 

Activity (20 min): for/against debate 

Instruction: Consider the following topics on the board: girls’ education, gender equity. Divide the classroom 
into two groups (pros and cons) and make them discuss each of the topics. 

Grammar focus (15min): the language of agreeing and disagreeing, short negations, question tags 

Shared activity (20min): Pair work 

Instruction: In pair, discuss the following topic: early marriage. Use the words of agreement/disagreement 
provided. 

Feedback (15min) 
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Collect and give feedback about how to express agreement/disagreement/give opinion 

Give a homework 

 

Seminar 10: debate – role-play (using the target language from seminar 1 in a productive activity). 

Warm up (15min): 

What have we discussed during the previous seminar? 

Can you remind us some expressions of agreement/disagreement? 

Activity (20min): classroom debate 

Instruction: express your views on the following issue: should Mali withdraw from ECOWAS? 

 

Grammar focus (15min): the language of agreeing and disagreeing, short negations, question tags 

Shared activity (20min):Video on access to education in Mali 

 

Instruction: 

Play the video 

Ask students to discuss the different view points 

 

Feedback (15min) 

 

Collect and give feedback about how to express agreement/disagreement/give opinion 

Give a homework 

 

UNIT SIX: Comparing and contrasting – expressing thoughts and feelings. 

Unit Objectives: At the end of the unit, the students should be able to do the following in English: 

Use the comparative and superlative forms of adjectives effectively 

Seminar 11: What do you think about…? (economy, education, science, army, development, infrastructure) 
(comparative) 

Warm up (15min): 

What do you think about the Malian education system? 

What are the expressions used to express thoughts and feelings? 

Which terms would you likely used to compare things? 

Activity one (20min): Discussion 

Instruction: What do you think of the current role of the Malian army? Compare it with the previous 
democratic regimes 

Grammar focus (15min): expression of thoughts, feelings, comparatives 

Activity two (20min): Debate 

Compare/contrast education in private and public schools (advantage/disadvantage) 

Feedback (15min) 

 

Collect and give feedback about how to express thoughts/feelings, give opinion, compare and contrast 
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Give a homework 

Seminar 12: which is the best (businesses, companies, schools, universities) (superlative) 

Warm up (15min): 

What did we discuss last week? 

How do you express preferences? 

Activity One (20min): pair work (what is the best?) 

Instruction: Ask students to discuss, express preferences, and what the best is for them in each of these two 
situations? 

-Traveling by plane, bus or car 

Working in public domain, private organization or self-employed 

Grammar Focus (15min): Expressing preferences, superlative 

Activity Two (20min): pair discussion 

Instruction: Ask students to compare the career opportunities available to them after their Master and 
what they think is the best for them. 

Feedback (15min): 

Collect and give feedback about how to express preferences, to use superlative 

Give a homework 

 

UNIT SEVEN: Sport, health and leisure 

Unit Objectives: At the end of the unit the students should be able to do the following in English: 

* Talk about the benefits of maintaining mental, and physical health and wellbeing in their field of work or 
study using the appropriate modals, quantifiers and qualifiers with nouns. Seminar 13: sport, health, social 
cohesion (the language of sport, present perfect, quantifiers, qualifiers) 

Warm up (15min): 

Why is it important to practice sport? 

How often do you exercise? 

Activity (20min): 

Instruction: Put notices with often, sometimes, never in different parts of the classroom 

 

Ask the students to think of how often they do sports and go under the corresponding notice. Give the 
students with the same opinion 5-10 minutes to discuss the reasons why. 

Grammar focus (15min): present perfect, quantifiers, qualifiers 

Shared activity (20min): Creative task 

Instruction: Ask the students to form groups of 3-4 and imagine a corporate sports program for their faculty 
/ university / company and advertise it (5-7 min per presentation). 

Feedback (15min) 

Collect and give feedback about present perfect, quantifiers, qualifiers) 

Give a homework 

Seminar 14: sport and work-life balance 

Warm up (15min) 
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-What do you think of when you're falling asleep at work? 

Activity (20min) Instruction: Discussion 

-Ask the students to discuss and mind map “What to balance?” 

-Encourage the students to use quantifiers (little/a little, much, etc). 

-Ask your student to choose a partner and interview them about their way(s) to balance their work life. 

Grammar focus (15min): adverb of frequency 

Shared activity (20min) 

Instruction: Ask students to add percentages to the different elements of the figure below and discuss their 
work-life balance in pair. 

 

 

Feedback (15min) 

Collect and give feedback about the adverbs of frequency and how to balance elements of their life 

Give a homework 

 

 

UNIT EIGHT: Career and job opportunities 

Unit Objectives: At the end of the unit the students should be able to do the following in English: 

◻*Talk about qualifications and skills. 

◻*Use language to convince (interview, defence, in front of a board), 

◻*Express ambition 

Seminar 15: looking for a job (cover letter, CV, Job interview, job description 1, role play) 1 Warm-up 
(15min): ask the following questions to students to introduce the first seminar’s topic: 

-Do you know any of the following elements: an application letter, a cover letter, a CV, a job interview and 
job description? If yes, can you quickly talk about the one that you know? 

2 Activity(20min): 

Instructions: 

Watch the two videos 

describe the interviewee attitude in each video 



17  

compare the two videos 

3 Grammar focus (15min): tips for job interview, cover letter and CV 

4 Shared Activity (20min): 

Instruction: 

-A mock job interview activity will be organized in the classroom and students will be divided into three 
groups of 5 students. 

-Each group will be regarded as a board of recruiters/directors before which, in a play role model, each 
student would pass to answer a series of questions based on a job description 5 Feedback (15min): 

Collect and give feedback about job interview, cover letter and CV 

Give a homework 

Seminar 16: ambitions, goals, professional opportunities (future tenses, job description 2). 

Warm-up (15min): 

What would you like to become after your master graduation? 

Activity (20min): Individual speech 

Instructions: Ask students to think five minutes about their career goals and professional ambitions; Then 
share it with the others 

Grammar focus (15min): express ambitions and goals, progressive future 

Shared Activity (20min): 

Instruction: As a classroom activity, a job description will be provided by the teacher through a short job 
advertisement and based on that each student will be asked to talk about their ambitions and goals based 
on that particular job opportunity published in the form of an advertisement in a newspaper. 

Feedback (15min): 

Collect and give feedback about how to express ambitions and goals, progressive future 

Give a homework 

 

USTTB, Mali 

Professor Aboubacar Sidiki Coulibaly 

Mr .Toumaniba TRAORE 

 

THIS PILOTING PROGRAMME IS DIVIDED INTO 16 SEMINARS 

Unit 1: Introductions 

 

Objectives of the Unit: 

 

To teach students how to introduce themselves and other people; 

To teach the present simple and its main uses as WH questions. 

 

Outcomes: At the end of the Unit (two seminars), students should be able to: 

 

Greet and introduce themselves and other people; 
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Talk about their environment; 

use the present simple in the domain of science. 

Ask WH Questions and answer them 

 

Teaching methods: Communicative and interactive 

 

Seminar 1: people and their environment (Present Simple Tense). Greetings and talking about yourself- 

Warm-up: Ask the students the following questions to introduce the course (estimated time 5 minutes): 

What is the first thing we do when we meet people? 

When you meet someone for the first, what do you do? 

 

Instructions: (estimated time 25 minutes) 

 

Give students tips for greeting, introducing oneself and other people as well as presenting their 
environment. 

Teach the present simple and its main uses. 

 

Activity ( 01 hour): 

 

pair work: Ask students to greet each other through a series of dialogues on stage (estimated time 30 
minutes). 

Introduce yourself by using the present simple (estimated time 15 minutes). 

Introduce another person to a friend or classmate by using the present simple (estimated time 15 minutes). 

Seminar 2: Asking questions about other people’s Activity: Asking simple relevant questions. (wh-questions) 

Warm-up: Ask students to answer the following questions (5 minutes): 

 

Who is the Dean of the Physics Department? 

What does he do? 

Where is the chemistry Department? 

 

Instructions (25 minutes): 

Give the list of the main WH questions Words and explain how they are used. 

Explain the differences between wh question words and relative pronouns to avoid any ambiguity between 
the two grammar categories (students very often confuse them). 

Activity (50 minutes): 

 

Based on the list of the wh question words given to you, ask three questions to your neighbor who is going 
to answer them. The role play model will be used. 

Secondary activity (25 minutes): Exercise: fill in the gaps by using the correct Wh question words (a small 
work sheet will be provided) 

Unit 2: Experience sharing 
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Objectives of the Unit: 

 

To teach past tense (Past simple) to students by focusing on oral activities; 

To teach them how to tell a story by emphasizing on the past tenses. 

 

Outcomes: At the end of the unit, students should be able to: 

 

speak about the past using past tenses and modals 

use simple past express and discuss their resent field related activities 

be able to use tense marker 

tell stories by using the past simple and the linking words. 

 

Teaching methods: Communicative and interactive 

 

Seminar 3: How was your weekend? What did you do yesterday? (Simple past) 

 

Warm-up: Answer rapidly these questions. (5 minutes) 

 

What did you do in yesterday? 

What work did you do last Monday? 

Who was USTTB Dean in 2020? 

 

Instructions: (25 minutes) 

 

Teacher gives some key points about the past simple 

Teacher gives a list of time markers expressing the past simple to the learners 

 

Activity : (75 minutes) 

 

When do we use the Simple Past? 

Talk about your last vacation using the past simple( also use words and expressions that express the Past 
Simple) . 

Seminar 4: Past reference and experiences storytelling/reporting (linking words or rhetorical device in 
storytelling: once upon a time, then, etc.) 

Warm-up: (10 minutes) 

 

Well class, have you ever travelled to another country before? If yes, tell us about your journey. 

Instructions: Teacher) (25 minutes) 
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Give tips to students on how to report events and tell stories. 

provide a list of linking words usable while reporting events and telling stories. 

 

 

Activity: (70 minutes) 

 

Based on your previous day’s activities in your different laboratories, make a brief oral report. Use the 
linking words 

Or 

 

Tell a given story by using the provided linking words. 

 

Unit 3: Future plans and navigation 

 

Objectives of the Unit: 

 

To show students how to appropriately express their future projects, plans, or 
perspectives by using some modal verbs, simple present, future, or present progressive; 

To show them how to ask and give directions. 

 

Outcomes: At the end of the unit the students should be able to do the following: 

 

Speak about the future (projects, plans and perspectives) 

Ask and give directions using the imperative. 

Use prepositions of place and movement 

 

Teaching methods: Communicative and interactive 

 

Seminar 5: future plans/projects. (simple present, simple future, present progressive) 

 

Instructions: (45 min) 

 

Teach students the rules and uses of the simple future and present progressive; 

Give them tips on how to use the aforementioned tenses to express the future, future projects or 
plans. 

Activity: (01 hour) 

 

Pair work: Ask students to talk about their future plans or projects after their master 
graduation. 
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Seminar 6: navigation/directions– asking and giving / receiving guests. (directional language) 

 

Instructions: (30 min) 

 

Show students how to ask and give directions when receiving a guest or traveling to a particular 
place in Mali. 

Show them how to use some prepositions to express place and movement 

 

Activity: (75 min) 

 

Pair work: as a classroom activity, students will be asked to guide directions to a guest that they 
are receiving for a conference in Mali. Give directions to him/her from the Airport to the Faculty 
of Sciences and Technologies. 

 

Unit 4: How do you do that? Field/Activities and occupation 

 

Objective of the Unit: 

 

To enable learners to describe their environment (studying and working) and know the names of 
the tools they usually use during their activities. 

Outcomes: At the end of the Unit, students should be able to: 

 

Describe their fields of studies, their occupations (if any) 

Describe their different departments and laboratories 

Describe their previous experiments in the laboratories by used the present simple and the 
passive voice) 

Know how to form the plural of the nouns and tell the names of the tools they use in their 
laboratories. 

Teaching methods: Communicative and interactive Seminar 7: description (what you do, 
experiment, etc.) Warm-up: (10 minutes) 

Tell us some information about your field of study. 

 

Instruction: (35 minutes) 

 

Give some general ideas on how to describe one’s activities (description of field of study, job, 
experiments …) 

Activity (01 hour): 

 

Describe briefly your college and your department. 
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Based on what we have just discussed, describe your last experiments with your supervisor in 
the laboratories 

Seminar 8: processes, instructions (how you do it, plural nouns, present participle, passive voice). 

Warm-up: (10 min) 

 

How do you use the Microscope? 

Give the plural forms of: child, woman, fish 

 

Instruction: (35 min) 

 

Give a vocabulary related to laboratories’ materials to the students (a short video will be projected 
on the materials that people generally find in labs.) 

The rules guiding the plural of nouns, the present participle and the passive voice are explained to 
students through practical examples. 

Activity: (1 hour) 

 

Cite the main materials that you generally use in your labs and give their plurals. 

Report one of your last laboratory activities by using the appropriate plural forms of nouns 
(equipment). 

Unit 5: Creating opinion and debate 

 

Objectives of the Unit: 

 

To permit students to ask and give their opinions and participate in a debate effectively; 

To enable them to express agreement and disagreement. 

 

Outcomes: At the end of the unit the students should be able to do the following in English: 

 

Give and ask for opinion and participate in debate effectively. 

Express agreement/disagreement 

 

Teaching methods: Communicative and interactive 

 

Seminar 1: opinion, agreement and disagreement (the language of agreeing and disagreeing, short 
negations, question tags) 

Warm up: Ask students the following question: (15 min) Do you agree or disagree with this 
assertion? 

“Children like candies, Casus Clay likes candies, So Casus Clay is a Child.” 

Instructions: (30 min) 
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give students a list of expressions that are generally used to either give and ask for opinion, or 
to agree and disagree. 

Show them how to use short negative questions and question tags. 

 

Activity: (01 hour) 

 

A set of assertions will be given and each student will be asked to think about a particular 
assertion. In a form of an oral presentation, each student will try to either agree with his/her 
assertion but giving his/her arguments or by disagreeing. Be it an agreement or a disagreement, 
each student should try to provide valuable arguments. 

Seminar 2: debate – role-play (using the target language from seminar 1 in a productive activity). 

Instructions: (30 min) 

 

Give students some tips on how to effectively participate in a debate. 

Then, a short video clip will be projected on a particular debate of 5 minutes to consolidate 
the tips given. 

 

Activity: (75 hour) 

 

A debate will be organized in the classroom around a given topic. Students will be divided into four 
groups of 3/4 students. The role play model will be used. 

Unit 6: Comparing and contrasting – expressing thoughts and feelings 

 

General objective: 

 

To allow students to compare and contrast their thoughts, feelings focusing on the education, 
sciences, infrastructure, companies, business … by using the comparative and the superlative. 

Outcomes: At the end the unit, students should be able to: 

 

Express their thoughts and feelings 

Compare and contrast the thoughts and feelings by using comparative 

Compare and contrast any other things they want 

Express preferences/ comparisons by using the superlative 

 

Teaching methods: Communicative and interactive 

 

Seminar 1: What do you think about…? (economy, education, science, army, development, 
infrastructure) (comparative) 

Warm-up: (10 min) 
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Regarding the conditions in which you are actually studying, what do you think about the Malian 
educational system? Or what do you think of it comparing to others’ educational systems? 

Instruction: (45 min) 

 

Teacher teaches comparing and contrasting expressions to the students by emphasizing on the 
different rules (short, long adjectives and irregular adjectives and adverbs) (Providing a supporting 
paper) 

Activity: (50 min). 

 

Based on what we have just done, compare and contrast your department with your neighbor’s 
one. (Role-play) 

Compare science students with the languages’ ones. (Individual work) 

 

Seminar 2: which is the best (businesses, companies, schools, universities) (superlative) Warm-up: (10 min) 

Among the 5th departments of FST (Physics, Biology, Chemistry, Geology and Maths & Computer 
Science), which one is the most equipped and organized one? 

Instruction: (20 min) 

 

Explain and give tips to students on how to use appropriately the superlative in a situation of 
conversation. 

Main Activity: (01 hour) 

 

There are three Colleges/Faculties and one Institute in USTTB, which one is the best studying 
environment? Give your thoughts on it. 

Secondary activity: exercise about superlatives (printed exercise provided) 

 

Unit 7: Sport, health and leisure 

 

Objectives of the Unit: 

 

To teach students how to talk about the benefits of sport and leisure in maintaining mental and 
physical health and wellbeing at work; 

To enable them to use appropriately the present perfect, modals, quantifiers and qualifiers with 
nouns. 

Outcomes: At the end of the unit, students should be able to do the following in English: 

 

Talk about the benefits of maintaining mental, and physical health and wellbeing in their field of work or 
study using the appropriate modals, quantifiers and qualifiers with nouns. 

Teaching methods: Communicative and interactive. 
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Seminar 13: Sport, health, social cohesion (the language of sport, present perfect, quantifiers, qualifiers) 

Warm-up: Ask the following questions to students: ((15 min) 

 

Which kind of sport do you practice? 

Do you know any benefits of doing sport? 

Is there any relationship between doing sport and having a good health? 

 

Instructions: (30 min) 

 

Talk about leisure and some the advantages of doing sport in relation to maintaining good health (mental 
and physical) and social cohesion (a short video projection can be used to illustrate). 

Explain students the present perfect and how to use some quantifiers and qualifiers with certain types of 
nouns. 

Activity: (01 hour) 

 

Ask students to talk about the advantages and disadvantages of sport. While talking about the advantages 
and disadvantages of sport, try to use quantifiers, qualifiers and the present perfect. 

SEMINAR 14: sport and work-life balance 

 

Warm-up: Ask the following questions to students: (15 min) 

 

How many types of sport do you know? 

Is there any relationship between doing sport and having a work –life balance? 

 

Instructions: (30 min) 

 

Give tips on how to use modals to express obligations, recommendations and give advice and a list of 
examples will be provided. 

Then explain how the present perfect can be used to talk about one’s work experience. 

 

Activity: ask student to talk about how the practice of sport can impact positively on their life and work-life. 
(01 hour). 

 

Unit 8 Career and job opportunities 

 

Objectives of the Unit: 

 

To teach students how to convince and express themselves accurately during a job interview 
in front of a board; 
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To allow them to express their ambitions and goals; 

To enable them to use the future tenses (simple and progressive forms accurately); 

 

Outcomes: At the end of the unit the students should be able to do the following in English: 

Talk about qualifications and skills. 

Use language to convince (interview, defense, in front of a board), 

able to Express ambition 

 

Teaching methods: Communicative and interactive 

 

Seminar 15: looking for a job (cover letter, CV, Job interview, job description 1, role play) 

 

Warm up:  ask the following questions to students to introduce the first seminar’s topic: (15 min) 

What does looking for a job imply to you? 

Do you know any of the following elements: an application letter, a cover letter, a CV, a job 
interview and job description? If yes, can you quickly talk about the one that you know? 

Instructions: (30 min) 

 

Give students tips for job interview and for writing a quick cover letter and a short CV when 
looking for a job (an illustration will be given in each case) 

a short video projection will be used to illustrate how to behave and convince during a job 
interview. 

Activity: (01 hour). 

 

A mock job interview activity will be organized in the classroom and students will be divided into 
three groups of 5 students. 

Each group will be regarded as a board in front of which, in a play role model, each student will 
pass to answer a series of questions based on a job description (profiles, experience, qualifications 
and duties for the new job. (estimated time) 

NB: The possible questions that would be asked by the board will be elaborated by the teacher 
before the seminar. They should be related to the job description1 ( the profile, qualifications, 
experience and duties of the job applicants). The future simple can be used in some of the 
elaborated questions so as to entice the interviewees to use the foregoing tense. 

SEMINAR 16: ambitions, goals, professional opportunities (future tenses, job description 2). 

 

Warm-up: Ask the following questions to introduce the second seminar’s topic: (10 min) 

 

What would you like to become after your master graduation? 

What would be your ambitions and goals if you become what you have wished for? 
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Instructions: (35 min) 

 

Show students how to formulate sentences that express ambitions and goals while talking 
about a given Job description. 

Then talk about the future tenses and briefly explain how they can be used to talk about future 
plans and duties. 

Activity: (01 hour) 

 

As a classroom activity, a job description will be provided by the teacher through a short job 
advertisement. 

Based on the job description in the advertisement, each student will be asked to talk about their 
ambitions and goals in front of that particular job opportunity published. 

While doing so, students can use the future tenses. Each student may have 2 minutes to intervene. 

 

1 A job description lists the tasks, responsibilities, and qualifications of a job. 
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UNB & UJKZ, Burkina Faso 

 

The 16 seminars are divided into units. Important notes: 

Each seminar follows the 3 Ps pattern (Presentation, Practice, Production) 

The teacher talking time should be strictly inferior to the students talking time. 

The production stage should take at least 50 percent of the time of each seminar. 

At the beginning of the first lecture, the teacher should present the project, encourage the students to be 
proactive, participative, etc.) 

Teachers are encouraged to have guest speakers 

 

Unit 1: Introductions 

Objectives: At the end of seminar, the students will be able to: 

Introduce themselves or someone 

Ask and give information about their research/work 

Seminar 1: Nice to meet you! 

In this seminar, students will practice the Present Simple Tense. The focus will be on introductions and 
discussions of the students’ research background and environment. 

Content: 

Warm-up: Greetings and introductions (full name, field of study, etc.) Presentation of the project, 

Presentation stage 

Grammar review: present simple 

(Affirmative and negative forms; usage in scientific contexts) 

Vocabulary: scientific terms (nouns, verbs, adjectives) part 1 

 

Practice stage: 

People and their environment (Present Simple Tense). 

Task 1: grammar (affirmative and negative) 

Task 2: grammar and vocabulary exercises 

 

Production stage: identity wheel. 

Task 1 (Individual work). Students introduce themselves by describing their research environment, the tools 
they use, and their current scientific objectives. 
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Task 2 (Pair work) Students introduce a peer by describing their research environment, the tools they use, 
and their current scientific objectives. 

Task 3 (Group work) Students introduce their groups by describing the common points in their research 
environment, the tools they use, and their current scientific objectives. (Optional depending on the time and 
the level) 

 

Materials: handouts, video projectors, markers, Bluetooth speaker, camcorder etc. 

 
  

Seminar 2: What do you study? 

Students will use yes/no and wh- questions to ask questions about others’ research/work Content: 

Warm-up 

Presentation stage 

Asking questions (yes/no and how to respond) 

Asking questions (wh-words and how to respond) 

Vocabulary: complex wh-words; scientific terms (nouns, verbs, adjectives) part 2. 

Practice stage: 

Task 1: vocabulary and grammar (yes/no questions and answers) 

Task 2: vocabulary and grammar (wh- questions and answers) 

 

Production stage 

Task 1: (Pair work) Through role-play, students will ask and answer each other WH- questions about their 
research specialties and topics, simulating networking at a scientific conference or job interviews. 

 

Task 2: (Individual work) Find someone who… (teacher provides a worksheet with topics and a reporting 
framework). 

Task 3: (Group work) Students with different research interest or academic interest get together and report 
on their differences. 

Materials: handouts, video projector, markers, Bluetooth speaker, etc.) 

 

Unit 2 Experience sharing 

Seminar 1: How did your last experiment go? 

Students will use the Simple Past to discuss their recent scientific activities. The conversation will focus on 
experiments, research findings, and lab work. 

Content: 

Review of Simple Past tense 

Description of last lab experiment (Simple Past tense) 

Practice Activity: In pairs, students discuss share the results of their recent experiments; Shift partners as 
many times as possible. 

Warm-up 

Presentation stage: 

The teacher provides handouts with sentences from shared activities (three sentences including regular and 
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irregular and defective verbs in their affirmative and negative forms). 

The students first perform the tasks individually 

The teacher corrects the exercise and asks the student to deduce the structures and functions of the simple 
past (affirmative and negative form) 

 

Practice stage: 

Task 1: Grammar exercises 

Task 2: Vocabulary exercises 

 

Production stage: 

   

Task 1: (group work), students discuss and share the results of their recent experiments; Shift partners as 
many times as possible. 

Task 2: (Individual work), each student takes the floor to speak about his last lab activity or experiment. 

Follow-up activity: students are asked to identify a researcher who made a major contribution to their field. 
Prepare to report on the person’s work in 2 to 3 minutes. Consider the following aspects: discovery, impact 
of discovery, methods, main findings, recognition, legacy previous states of research, etc. 

Seminar 2: Scientific milestones Content: 

Warm-up: 

Correct the homework: 2 or 3 students report on their homework. 

Presentation stage: 

The teacher provides the students with a suitable vocabulary for context use. 

Grammar point: interrogative and interro-negative forms + connectors. 

 

Practice stage: 

Task 1: The teacher provides answers to questions from which students build the correct or adequate 
questions (intero- negative and interrogative forms). 

Task 2: match the words or phrases in column A with the definitions in Column B. 

Task 3: fill in the gaps in the following sentences using the appropriate connectors. (Taken from the shared 
activity.) 

Production stage 

Task 1: role-play where the teacher divides the class into groups of three and the roles in each group are the 
researcher, an interviewer and an interviewee. The role may rotate so that each member plays the three 
roles., 

Follow-up task: report on a day spent in a lab. 

 

Unit 3: Future plans and navigation 

Seminar 1: 

Content: 

Warm up 

Correct follow-up activity from seminar 04. 
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Introduce the coming lesson. 

Presentation stage: 

The teacher gives handouts with sentences to be completed using the appropriate tenses (simple future, 
present progressive, and simple present); all the sentences express futurity) 

The teacher corrects the exercise and asks the student to deduce the functions of the three tenses in this 
exercise. 

Practice stage 

Task 1: the teacher provides a handout with a list of sentences and asks the students to identify the ones 
expressing futurity. 

Task 2: the students take the floor and produce one or two sentences expressing futurity. (make sure all the 
students participate) 

Production stage 

.   

Task 1: Prepare a short presentation (2-3 minutes) about your future plans. Include the following points: 

Your career goals (Explain what you want to do and why) 

Places you want to visit (Describe where you want to go and what you hope to experience) Skills you want to 
learn (Discuss any new skills you want to acquire) 

Any challenges you anticipate (Mention any obstacles you may face and how you plan to overcome them) 

The teacher organizes the class into groups of 04 to 05 and they are asked to share their future plans with 
their peers. (. Teacher walks and encourages students to ask questions by using the three tenses expressing 
the futurity). 

 

Seminar 2: navigation/directions– asking and giving. (directional language) Content: 

Warm-up: Up to the teacher. 

Presentation stage: 

Grammar: the use and usage of the imperative in the context of indicating a place. The teacher shows the 
structure of the affirmative and the negative of the imperative with practical examples. 

Vocabulary: prepositions of place; names of places. The teacher provides a handout with a picture to be 
described using the prepositions of place. The handout contains the sentences to be completed. 

Practice stage: 

Identify these places and buildings on a city map. 

Give directions allowing someone to reach a specific destination. 

Production stage 

An outdoor activity on the campus where, in a role-play, students ask and give directions. 

 

Unit 4: How do you do that? Field/Activities and Occupation 

Seminar 1: 

Competence to develop: Describing (what you do, an experiment, etc.) Content: 

Warm-up: it’s up to the teacher. 

Presentation stage: 

Grammar: passive voice (without by) and passive voice (with by) Step 1: Revise the rules of passive. (regular 
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vs irregular verbs) 

Step 2: Revise the structure of qualifying adjectives as past participles (Explain why they might not need to 
use by) 

Practice stage: 

Task 1: Provide a list of sentences and ask the students to turn them into passive. 

Task 2: Gap fill exercise(s) ; 

Task 3: Ask students to identify the Correct / incorrect passive sentences. They correct the incorrect 
sentences. 

Production 

Present multiple scientific discoveries / principles / techniques and ask the students give information about 
them using passive (without and with by). 

Seminar 2: 

 
  

Competences to develop: Explaining processes, instructions (how you do it, plural nouns, present participle, 
passive voice). 

Content: 

Warm-up: 

Presentation stage: 

Grammar: by + gerund 

Step 1: Revise the rules of gerund construction 

Step 2: Revise the rules of passive voice in connection with by + gerund construction 

Practice stage: 

Task 1: Individual work. Gap fill exercise focused on verb forms. 

Task 2: Individual work. Provide a list of experiments / products and ask the students to say how we 
conduct/obtain them. They must use the grammar studied. 

Production 

Present multiple scientific discoveries / principles / techniques and ask the students give information about 
them using passive + by + gerund. 

 

Unit 5: Creating opinion and debate  

Seminar 1: 

Competence to develop: Giving opinion; Expressing agreement and disagreement (the language of agreeing 
and disagreeing, short negations) 

Content: 

Warm up 

Use discrimination technique. Write 2 sentences on the board and ask participants to react to them based on 
their own experience. Introduce the lesson 

Presentation stage 

Step 1: Use the two examples in the warm up to explain present two structures: one for agreement, one for 
disagreement. 

Step 2: Present the grammar and vocabulary of agreement. 
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Step 3: Present the grammar and vocabulary of disagreement. Answer questions if there are any. 

Practice stage 

Step 1: Multiple-choice questions exercise(s) Step 2: Gap fill exercise(s). 

Production 

Step 1: Group work. Divide students into groups. Each group receives a burning/current issue to discuss. 
Students take turn agreeing or disagreeing with one another. 

Step 2: Pair work. Students take turn reporting on the issue they discussed in their group and mention one 
opinion that they agree or disagree with. 

2 Students work together to survey at least 5 classmates on a burning social issue. They will report in the next 
seminar. 

   

 

Seminar 2: 

Competence to develop: Debating: using the target language from seminar 1 in a productive activity. 
Content: 

Warm up: Correction of follow up activities in seminar 1 

Presentation stage 

Step 1: Teacher writes two Yes/No questions on the board. He asks the students to produce the shortest 
answer possible. 

Step 2: Present the grammar of short answer. Ask questions and elicit answers from the class. 

Practice stage 

Step 1: Gap fill exercise with focus on tense agreement between question and short answer. 

Step 2: Sentence completion exercise(s) 

Step 3: Pair work. Give hand out with Yes/No questions. Ask the students to call out one classmate and ask 
them a question of their choice from the handout. The other student answer the question using a short 
answer. 

Production stage 

Role play. The topic must be a divisive issue in their society. Divide the class into groups of three students: a 
moderator, a person that agrees and a person that disagrees. After 10 minutes of preparation, the groups 
take turn presenting their productions to the class. 

 

Unit 6: Comparing and contrasting – expressing thoughts and feelings 

Seminar 1: What do you think about…? (economy, education, science, army, development, infrastructure) 
(comparative) 

In this seminar, students will practice using comparative language to compare topics such as economy, 
education, science, army, development, and infrastructure. 

 

Content: 

Warm-up: Informal discussion about students’ perceptions of the different fields mentioned (economy, 
education, etc.). 

 

Presentation stage 
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Grammar review: Comparatives (rules of formation and exceptions) 

Comparing specific aspects of fields such as economy, infrastructure, education, scientific domains etc. 

Vocabulary: Vocabulary related to the discussed fields (nouns, verbs, and comparative adjectives). 

Examples: "more developed," "less efficient," "stronger army," etc. 

 

Practice stage 

 

Task 1: Complete comparative sentences about different fields (economy, education, science, etc.) 

Task 2: Compare two theories or methods in a specific field (e.g., comparing two educational systems or 
scientific approaches) 

Add more tasks if necessary. 

   

Production stage 

 

Task 1 (Pair work): Students discuss in pairs (better if they are from the same of similar fields), comparing two 
methods, systems, trends (etc.) in their fields: economy and infrastructure, or education and science 

Task 2 (Group work): Each group selects two fields (e.g., development and army) and compares them 
through a chart, discussion, or oral presentation. They justify their choices. 

 

Materials: Handouts, video projector, whiteboard, markers, Bluetooth speaker 

 

Seminar 2: which is the best (businesses, companies, schools, universities) (superlative) 

 

In this seminar, students will practice using superlatives to identify and compare the best options in 
categories such as businesses, schools, universities, and companies. 

 

Content: 

Warm-up: Students exchange views about schools, companies, and institutions they know and identify which 
ones stand out and why. 

 

Presentation stage 

 

Grammar review: Superlatives (rules of formation and exceptions) 

Comparing options using superlatives (e.g., "the most innovative," "the best," "the largest," "the least 
effective") 

Vocabulary: Vocabulary specific to companies, institutions, and other entities Examples: "reputation," 
"efficiency," "profitability," "quality of education," etc. 

 

Practice stage 
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Task 1: Complete sentences using superlatives to compare companies, universities, or schools 

Task 2: Comparison exercise involving companies in terms of growth, innovation, or reputation (e.g., "Which 
company is the most innovative?") 

Add more tasks if necessary 

 

Production stage 

 

Task 1 (Pair work): In pairs, students compare the best companies or universities of their choice and explain 
why they are the best in their field 

Task 2 (Group work): Each group creates a ranking of the best schools or companies in a specific field and 
defends their choices 

Task 3 (Optional): Class presentation where each group presents and defends their ranking of the best 
entities in their field 

 

Materials: Handouts, video projector, whiteboard, markers, Bluetooth speaker 

 

Unit 7: Sport, health and leisure 

Competence to develop: To communicate fluently in good and solid English on sport topic in link with health, 
environment and work-life. 

SEMINAR 1: SPORT, HEALTH, AND SOCIAL COHESION 

Lesson content: 

Vocabulary: (pronunciation, spelling, meaning) 

 
  

Grammar: present perfect tense (use and usage) 

Language function: correct use of the language of sport in writing 

Objective: Students will be able to discuss the importance of maintaining health and well- being while 
engaging in scientific research. 

Teaching aids / Materials: board, pictures, short text, dialogues (handouts) 

 

Warm up 

Step 1: Create a stress-free atmosphere (3mn): 

Step 2: Revision of previous lesson (Questions / answers) (5 mn) Introduce the lesson of the day and learning 
context.(7mn) 

Presentation stage 

Task 1: Teacher shows a picture of a given sport and asks students to identify the type of sport. Vocabulary 
(teacher gives five sport words and brainstorms other key words/ phrases /ideas / about sport from learners 
to complete the list if necessary)(5mn) 

Task 2: The present perfect tense. Revise the contexts for using the simple past versus the present perfect. 
Ask students to give an example at each level. 

 

Practice stage 

Task 1: Blank filling exercises on the present perfect and simple past tenses. 
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Task 2: Chain work. In pairs, students give each other an instruction to be performed immediately and ask the 
question “What have you just done?” Answers must be in the present perfect 

Task 3: In pair, first discuss and match the following key terms terminologies with definitions. Then 
determine in which sport each of these words is used.(15mn) 

 

Production stage 

Task 1. Individual work: (20mn) 

What sport do you practice? Tell us about your practicing sport in few words pointing out its requirements, 
advantages and disadvantages if any. 

Be prepared to answer questions from your classmates 

Task 2: Students discuss the following questions in group of 3 What is a healthy lifestyle? 

How do you think you can maintain a healthy lifestyle? 

Share the possible strategies for balancing the demands of work /research with maintaining a healthy 
lifestyle.  

 

Seminar 2: SPORT AND WORK – LIFE BALANCE 

Language main skill: Speaking Lesson content: 

Grammar : Quantifiers and qualifiers 

Vocabulary: water sports, endurance sports, recreational sports, concentration and relaxation sports…. 

Language function: correct use of the language of sport both orally and in writing. 

Objective: Students will be able to discuss how to maintain a work – life balance in the context of a 
demanding research career. 

Methods / techniques: inductive approach, lockstep, teacher – students interaction, students-students 
interactions, explanations, individual, pair and group work. 

Teaching aids / Materials: board, pictures, short text, dialogues (handouts) 

Duration: 1h 30 mn 

 

Warm up 

Step 1: Create a stress-free atmosphere (3mn): 

Step 2: Revision of previous lesson (present perfect tense) (5 mn) Task: Fill in the correct form of the present 
perfect. 

I’m so tired because I so hard lately. 

The new midfielder 5 goals so far this season, and we’re only halfway 

through it (score) 

Reading the newspaper? Could you give it to me then? (finish) 

I a new pair of shoes for my sport sessions. How do you like them? (just buy) 

Jenifer is getting fatter and fatter all the time. She too much. (probably eat) 

Step 3: Lesson announcement 

 

PRESENTATION STAGE 

Step 1: a picture of a given sport could be shown to Ss to identify and say what type of sports it belongs to. 
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Step2: Vocabulary (teacher gives a sport type word and elicits other key sport type words/ phrases 

/ideas / from the learners. 

Ss are asked to define correctly these sport type words (individually) 

Say what they know about those sport type mentioned on the board (5mn) 

Step 3: presenting the new grammatical structure: The quantifiers and qualifiers: (5 mn) Defining quantifiers. 

 

  

  

 

 

 

“Qu
antif
iers 
are 
adje
ctive
s or 
adje
ctiva
l 
phra
ses 
that 

describe “how much” (uncountable) or “how many” (countable) of a given noun there is. Some quantifiers 
can only go with countable (precise quantity) nouns, while others can only modify uncountable (imprecise 
quantity) nouns.” 

Quantifiers with count nouns and quantifiers with non count nouns 

 

PRACTICE STAGE 

Task 1: Grammar practice: 

Complete the statements with much, many, few, little, 

progress was made on that day by either side. (few, little 

My friends and I haven’t got very money to go out for a weekend. (many, much) 

 

Abdu’s friend is flying away in a days. (few, little) 

 

I want a light on the subject you are debating. (few, little) 

 

The former mayor of the city has filled that place for Years. (many , much) 

 

After a moments of relaxation the workers returned to their work. (few, little) 

 

 Countable quantifiers Uncountable quantifiers 

What is a quantifier These quantifiers are used to refer to 
countable nouns such as people, 
animals or objects 

These quantifiers are used to 
refer to uncountable nouns 
such as liquids, gasses, or 

abstract concepts 

List of quantifiers Few many 

A few a lot of 

Several lots of 

Little a lot 

A little lots of 

Much 

Examples I have a few friends who work in the 
city. 

My colleague has many hobbies, 
including knitting and painting. There 
are several people at my 

workplace. 

I have a little money left 

after paying my bills. 

The boss has a lot of work to 
complete before the deadline. 
There is much debate about 
the new law 
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Armand had seen the director in parts of the town. (much, many) 

 

Task 2: Vocabulary 

To which type of sports belongs each of the sports listed below? 

Handball swimming 

Aqua biking running 

Yoga basketball 

Cycling stretching Pilates 

Football rugby 

   

Task 3: what do you think about these things in your life or relationships with yours family members and 
other friends? 

 

 NOT ENOUGH OK TOO MANY /TOO 
MUCH 

To go dancing 

 

To take part in social activities in the 
neighboring. 

To practice your favorite sport with 
your friends. 

To have fun with your family 
members. 

To meet new people. 

 

To sit and share a drink with 
colleagues. 

   

 

Task 4. Group work: Compare your opinions and suggest ways to make your life style better 

PRODUCTION STAGE 

 

Task 1: Group work. In groups of 3, discuss how to maintain a work-life balance in the context of a 
demanding research career. 

 

Task 2: Group work. Roundtable discussions. Share your experiences and tips for managing stress and staying 
healthy. 

 

Task 3: Reading – Comprehension 

Give students a text followed by questions. In pairs the students agree on the information to be included in 
each answer. 
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Unit 8 Career and job opportunities 

SEMINAR 1: Looking for a job (cover letter, CV, Job interview, job description 1, role play) 

Competences to be developed: Preparing for academic or research positions, including writing cover letters, 
CVs, and preparing for interviews. 

Materials needed: Students’ own CVs and cover letters. Warm up: 

Presentation stage 

Task 1: Identifying requirements in an application 

Bring samples of job offers and ask the students to identify the following: documents requested, steps of 
hiring process, information about the job (tasks, qualifications, etc.) 

Task 2: Dissecting CVs and Cover letters 

Organize the students in groups and give them multiple CVs and multiple cover letters. Ask them to identify 
the common points between the CVs and the cover letters. 

   

Task 3: Recurrent/common job interview questions 

Ask students to share some examples of questions they were asked during job or scholarship interview. Elicit 
answers. 

Practice stage 

Task 1: Using information from activity 2 in the Presentation stage, the students identify some differences 
between their own CVs and cover letters and the ones the teacher provided. 

Task 2: Give students a handout with a set of questions that appear in most job interviews. In groups of two 
or three, they take turn asking and answering some of those questions. 

Task 3: Give students a handout with a complete set of questions from a job interview. In groups of three, 
they identify the most challenging ones and suggest the best answers. Elicit answers. 

Production stage 

Task 1: Ask students to design a rubric for assessing candidates in a job. Application. Make some suggestions 
based on your own experience and research. 

Task 2: Organize students in groups large enough to have one interviewee and 3 or 4 interviewers. In their 
groups, students take turn playing one or the other roles. They use the rubric they produced to assess the 
candidates’ performance. 

 

SEMINAR 2: Ambitions, goals, professional opportunities (future tenses, job description 2) 

Competences to be developed: Discussing long-term academic ambitions and exploring professional 
opportunities in research and academia 

Warm up: Ask where they want to be in 5, 10 or 15 years. Elicit answers from students. Introduce lesson 
topic.  Grammar: Expressions of the future 

Presentation stage 

Task 1: Contextualizing will and be going to for future 

Present the context and meaning for the use of will; Do the same for be going to. 

Task 2: Contextualizing present simple and present progressive for future 

Present the context and meaning for the use of present simple; Do the same for present progressive 

Practice stage 

Task 1: Exercise 1: 
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Multiple-choice questions and then fill the blanks exercises on will and be going to for future 

Task 2: 

Multiple-choice questions and then fill the blanks exercises on present simple and present progressive for 
future. 

Task 3: Kahoot exercise(s) on all the four tenses 

Production stage 

Task 1: Pair work. Students take turn uttering one sentence about their career goals and plans. Change 
partners multiple times. 

Task 2: In groups, students take turn presenting their future plans to one another (include goals and 
opportunities) 

 

. 
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USP, Ivory Coast 

 

Seminars Divided into 8 Units 1 Seminar is for 2h 

Dr Koffi Noel 

Dr Oumarou Diabagate 

 

UNIT 1: INTRODUCTIONS 

Seminar 1: People and their environment (Present Simple Tense). Greetings and talking about yourself 

Plan 

General Objective 

Specific Objectives 

Warm up 

Vocabulary related to Introducing oneself and greetings 

Grammar: Simple Present 

Activities 

General Objective 

This course intends to teach the students of PEP to present themselves and professional fields. 

Specific Objectives 

At the end of this lesson, the students should be able to: 

introduce themselves or someone else, 

express themselves about the professional environment Description of the course 

In this course, students of PEP are going to introduce themselves and their environment using the 
present simple. They are taught vocabulary related to greetings and introducing oneself. 

Warm up (5min) 

Students greet and introduce themselves 

Vocabulary related to Introducing oneself and greetings (15min) 

Greeting 

6:00 - 12:00: Good morning 

12:00 – 17:00: Good afternoon 

- 17:00- 22:00: good evening 

from 22h: Good night 
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Introducing oneself and a third person 

What is your name? 

How are you? 

Where do you come from? / Where do you live 

How many brothers and sisters do you have 

What is his name? 

  

Where does he come from? 

How old is he? 

Grammar: Simple Present (20min) 

Use of Simple Present 

Used for habit 

Used for general truth 

Used for expressing future meaning 

Structure: 

Affirmative form: S +V (s-es-ies in 3rd person Singular) +O Example: Koffi eats some mangoes. 

Negative Form: S+ do/does not -verb + O Example: Mariam does not eat pork meat. 

Interrogative: do/does + S+ O+? 

Example: Do Students use mobile phone during their classes? (Break (15 min) 

4- Activities 

It is the first day of class. The English teacher asks the students to greet and introduce themselves to 
their mates. (20min) 

Now that you know about your mate, introduce him/her to another student. (20min) 

Feedback (15min) 

Seminar 2: Asking Questions about Other People’s Activity/ Asking Simple Relevant Questions. (Wh- 
questions) 

Plan 

General Objective 

Specific Objectives 

Warm up 

Vocabulary Related to People’s Activities 

Grammar: WH questions/ Yes or No questions 

Activities 

 

General Objective: 

This seminar aims at teaching students to ask questions about other people’s activities 

Specific Objectives: 

Students should be able to: 
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ask questions using the Wh questions 

answer questions with “yes” or “no”. 

  

Warm Up (5 min) 

The teacher reminds the students about the previous lesson and asks them some questions related to 
this previous lesson. 

Vocabularies Related to People’s Activities (15 min) 

Agriculture 

Geologist 

Chemist 

Farmer 

Halieutic Resources 

Fisher 

Tourism 

Tour Guide 

Chef 

Valet (for parking guest’ cars) 

Marine Science 

Biologist 

Aquarist (a type of zookeeper who cares for captive fish and marine mammals) 

Oceanographer (a scientist who studies the world's oceans) 

Grammar: WH questions/ Yes or No Questions (30min) 1- Wh Questions 

Where: Place 

Example: Where do you work? 

What: nature/identity/function Example: Who is your job? 

When: time/period 

Example: When do you go to job? 

Who: Identity (for people or person) Example: Who is your boss? 

Whose: Possession Example: Whose bag is this? 

Which: choice 

Example: which job do you prefer? 

Why: reason 

Example: Why do you work? 

Whom: Identity 

Example: To whom are you speaking? 

How: Manner 

Example: How do you go to school? 
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2-  Yes or No Questions 

Structure: 

Auxiliary + Subject + Verb (past or present participle or Infinitive) + O Example1: Have you got a car? - 
Yes, I have. 

Example2: Do you go to school on Sundy? - No, I don’t. 

  

Auxiliary (Verb) + Subject + O: - Were you present at the meeting? Yes, I was. 

Activity1: (30min): Your classmate is applying for a job. Imagine you are the interviewer. Interview him 
or her. 

Interview Questions: 

What is your field of study?   

Why did you choose this field?   

Where do you study/work?   

How long have you been studying/working in this field?   

What do you enjoy most about your studies/work?   

What are your career aspirations?   

How do you think your studies/work will impact your future?   

 

Activity2: (20min): After Interviewing your classmate, recommend him/her to your boss. 

Feedback (10min) 

Unit 2: Experience Sharing 

Seminar 1: How was your weekend? What did you do yesterday? (Simple past) 

Plan 

General Objective 

Specific Objectives 

Warm up 

Grammar: Simple Past 

Activities 

1-  General Objective 

This class intends to show students how to share experiences 

Specific Objectives: 

Students should be to use the simple past to share their experiences. 

Students should be able to use linking words to relate stories in the past. 

Warm up (5 min): 

Teacher asks students to say few things they did yesterday 

Grammar: The Simple Past (40min) 

Use: Simple past is used to express the past action 

Regular Verbs 
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Regular verbs take (ed) in the preterit and past participle Example: to play- played- played 

To walk- walked walked To work- worked-worked 

Irregular verbs 

See the list of irregular verbs 

Example: 

To go – went – gone To take – took – taken To cut – cut – cut 

Negative Form 

Affirmative: I went to Uppsala yesterday. Negative: I did not go to Uppsala University Interrogative: 

Affirmative: She took the flight to Sweden last night. 

Interrogative: Did she take the fight to Sweden last nigh? 

Interronegative Form: 

  

Affirmative: They wrote a letter to the director of the school. 

Interronegative: Did they not write a letter to the director of the school? 

Activity 1: (estimated time: 50min) 

Instruction: Tell the class what you did yesterday by using some of the following verbs 

1. (to do) 

(to work) 

(to play) 

(to listen) 

(to walk) 

(to study) 

(to write) 

(to go) 

(to go) 

(to wake up) 12- (to have lunch) 

(to come) 

(to listen to) 

(to learn) (feedback 10min) 

 

Seminar 2: past reference and experiences, storytelling/reporting (linking words or rhetorical device in 
storytelling: once upon a time, then, etc.) 

Plan 

General Objective 

Specific Objectives 

Warm up 

Grammar: Linking Words 

Activities 
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General Objective 

This course is about the use of linking words in storytelling. 

Specific Objectives: 

At the end of this lesson, students should know linking words 

Then, they should be able to use these linking words in telling stories. 

 

Warm up: (5 min) 

The teacher asks the students to tell what they did during their holidays. 

Grammar: Linking words (30 min) 

 

Initially/to start with/ start off with: used to begin the story Example: Initially I was at the University of 
Ghana 

as soon as 

Example: As soon as he comes, I will give him his money 

after that / then/ next/ besides 

Example: First I went to school. After that Worked 

finally: Finally 

Example: Finally, he succeeded in his exam. 

Unexpectedly: 

Example: We were supposed to meet in the morning. Unexpectedly, the rain came. 

meanwhile 

example: It is going to take time to repair my car. Meanwhile, I am renting one. 

 

Once upon a time: 

Example: One upon a time there was ….. 

 

Activity: Using some of the following linking words, tell a story to your classmates (1h) 

(initially, finally, to start off with) 

(initially, as soon as, when) 

(after that, next, immediately) 

(then, after, next, first) 

(initially, finally, unexpectedly) 

(after that, meanwhile, to start with) 

(besides, all of a sudden, during) 

(while, finally, eventually) 

(in the end, finally, once upon a time) 

(Feedback 10 min) 
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Unit 3: Future plans and navigation 

Seminar 1: future plans/projects. Receiving guests (simple present, simple future, present progressive) 

Plan 

General Objective 

Specific Objectives 

Warm up 

Grammar 

Activities 

General Objective: 

This seminar deals with future plans and projects. 

Specific Objectives 

Students should be able to know simple present, simple future and present progressive 

Student should be able use simple present, simple future and present progressive to express future 
plans and projects. 

Warm Up (10 min) 

Discuss the following questions with a partner. Take turns answering. 

What is one thing you hope to achieve in the next year? 

Where are you going to travel in the future, and why? 

What is your dream job, and what steps do you need to take to get there? 

 

Grammar (30 min) 

4.1- Using Simple Present to Express Future Meaning 

Use: We use the present simple to express future meaning when talking timetable and program 
Examples: My train leaves at 11:30 

I start my job on Monday. 

4.2- Present Progressive/continuous 

Use: Present progressive or continuous is used for future action Example: I am not working tomorrow 

What are you doing on Saturday evening? 

Activity: Future Plans Presentation 

Prepare a short presentation (10 minutes) about your future plans. Include the following points: 

Your career goals (Explain what you want to do and why) 

Places you want to visit (Describe where you want to go and what you hope to experience) 

Skills you want to learn (Discuss any new skills you want to acquire) 

 

Any challenges you anticipate (Mention any obstacles you may face and how you plan to overcome 
them) 

 

Seminar 2: Navigation/Directions– Asking and Giving Direcction 

Plan 
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General Objective 

Specific Objectives 

Warm up 

Grammar: Preposition of Place 

Activities 

General Objective: 

This seminar deals with asking and giving direction. 

Specific Objectives 

Students are required to ask for directions 

Students are expected to give directions 

Warm Up 

The teacher situates the University vis-à-vis the hospital and then asks the students to find out what he 
has just done. (5min) 

Grammar: Preposition of Place (30 min) 

Next to: The faculty of Marine Science is next to the faculty of Tourism 

Opposed to: The University is opposed to the hospital 

Behind: The University infirmary is behind the administration building In front of: The restaurant is in 
front of the administration building Above: 

On: Students put their copybooks on the tables. 

Under: Students’ bags are under the tables. Far: Some students live far from the university. To: PEP 
students are going to Europe. 

From: Some partners of PEP are from Europe, Mali and Burkina. 

In: PEP Students are in the classroom. 

Into: The PEP teacher is entering into the classroom. 

Activities: (45 min) 

Activity 1: Flash card game 

Place cards with the names of the different places on a table. Ask a student to pick one card and show it 
to another student by asking: where is this place located on the map? Show the card to a classmate and 
ask where the place is located on the map 
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Activity 2: Role Play 

Scenario 1: You are a tourist in a new city. Ask a local inhabitant for directions to the nearest museum. 

Scenario 2: You are a tourist guide. Give directions to a tourist trying to find a coffee shop. 

Scenario 3: You are lost. Ask a passerby for directions to the train station. 

Scenario 4: You are in a hurry. Give quick directions to someone asking how to get to the park. 

Feedback/Discussion (10 min) 

What is the most challenging part of giving directions? ///provide with strategies to overcome 

 

Unit 4: How do you do that? Field/Activities and Occupation  

Seminar 1: description (what you do, experiment, etc.) 

Plan 

General Objective 

Specific Objectives 

Warm up 

Vocabulary 

Activities 

General Objective: 

This seminar deals with the description 

Specific Objectives 

Image from https://www.liveworksheets.com/w/en/english-second-language-

http://www.liveworksheets.com/w/en/english-second-language-esl/85959
http://www.liveworksheets.com/w/en/english-second-language-esl/85959
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Students should be able to use linking words to describe their experiment 

Students should be able to use linking words (connectors) describe processes 

Warm up: (5 min) 

A student who was at the university of Bouaké is now your classmate at USP. In a minute, use one or two 
connectors to describe USP where you haven been going to school for three years. 

Vocabulary of connectors (30 min) 

Also 

But 

 

Next 

In addition to 

Then 

First 

 

Activity: Career Days (45min) 

Imagine your school/Department is organizing career days. You are in charge of a stand. A student 
comes to you with the wish to register in the MA Program. In the form of dialogue, describe the process 
to him (make sure you use connectors) 

Feedback: (10 min) 

Seminar 2: processes, instructions (how you do it, plural nouns, present participle, passive voice) 

Plan 

General Objective 

Specific Objectives 

Warm up 

Grammar 

Activities 

General Objective: 

This seminar deals with explaining a process or giving instruction. 

Specific Objectives 

Students should be able to know the passive voice 

Students should be able to use the passive voice to describe a process or give an instruction 

Warm Up: (5min) 

Who could tell the class what the last lesson is about? 

Grammar: Passive Voice (30min) 

Passive voice of some regular verbs 

Passive voice of some irregular verbs 

Activity 1: (45 min) 

The students imagine a situation of students’ strike at the university. They have to relate the strike using 
the passive voice. 
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Feedback (10 min) 

 

Unit 5: Creating opinion and debate 

Seminar 1: opinion, agreement and disagreement (the language of agreeing and disagreeing) 

Plan 

General Objective 

Specific Objectives 

Warm up 

Grammar 

Activities 

General Objective: 

This seminar deals with supporting an opinion. 

Specific Objectives 

Students should be able to use expression of agreement to support their opinion 

Students should be able to use disagreement to support their opinion 

Warm Up: (10 min) 

The teacher asks a student to tell something about the University? Then the teacher asks the opinion of 
each student about that. 

Grammar: Expressions of Agreement and Disagreement (30 min) 

Asking for Opinion 

What is your Opinion 

What is your opinion on this topic? What do you think of the idea that … ? 

Giving a Strong Opinion: 

I am certain that … 

I firmly believing that … 

There is no doubt in my mind that … 

Neutral Opinion 

I think that … 

In my opinion 

There is no doubt in my mind that … 

If you are unsure of the topic and your opinion 

It seems to me that … 

I would say that … 

As far as I am able to judge … 

 

Activity: Visiting USP and San Pedro (45 min) 

In your group/pairs you are going to plan a two-day programme of activities for the PEP partners who 
are USP. They are all eminent professors from European Universities. 
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They want to experience as much as possible of the university and San Pedro in two days. They already 
have accommodation. They will travel home the day after your second day of activities. First: 

Take a few minutes to think up ideas yourself 

Discuss your idea with your partner(s) 

Note down your ideas 

Then: 

Once you have decided on the basic information together, you will discuss your ideas with another 
pair/group. The aim of the discussion is to come up with a preliminary programme in that group. 

To finish off: 

Tell our visitors of your plans for them. 

Feedback: 10 min) 

Seminar 2: debate – role-play (short negations, question tags) 

Plan 

General Objective 

Specific Objectives 

Warm up 

Grammar 

Activities 

General Objective: 

This seminar throws light on debate or role-play. 

Specific Objectives 

Students are taught question tags. 

Students are expected to use short negations and question tags in debate or role-play. 

Warm Up: (10 min) 

The teacher tells the students that there are many short terms used for emphasis and gives example. He 
then gives the possibility to some students who are willing to give some examples following his. 

Grammar: (30 min) 

Question tags 

  

Activity: (45 min) 

Cats are better than dogs 

A bicycle is better than a car 

Pop music is better than traditional music 

Modern movies are better than old movies 

The countryside is better than the city 

Mondays are better than Fridays 

It is easier to speak English than to write in English 

It is easier to write on a computer than to write with paper and a pencil. 

Feedback: 10 min) 



53  

 

Unit 6: Comparing and Contrasting – Expressing Thoughts and Feelings 

Seminar 1: What do you think about…? (economy, education, science, army, development, 
infrastructure) (comparative) 

Plan 

General Objective 

Specific Objectives 

Warm up 

Grammar 

Vocabulary 

Activities 

Feedback 

General Objective: 

This seminar is about giving opinion 

Specific Objectives 

Students are taught comparative and 

Students should be able to use comparative in giving their opinion 

Warm Up: (5 min) 

The teacher asks volunteer students to say few about Artificial Intelligence 

Grammar: Comparative (30 min) Comparative: 

Comparative of Inferiority 

Comparative of superiority 

Comparative of equality 

Vocabulary (20 min) 

AI 

Machine learning 

Co-bot 

Digitalization 

Computer science 

Digital 

Activity: (45min) 

After reading the short text on AI, tell your community some tasks that can be achieved nowadays with 
AI that are not possible with human workers vice-versa. Remember to use some comparative words or 
expressions. 

Feedback (10 min) 

Seminar 2: which is the best (businesses, companies, schools, universities) (superlative) 

Plan 

General Objective 
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Specific Objectives 

Warm up 

Grammar 

Vocabulary 

Activities 

Feedback 

General Objective: 

This seminar deals social media. 

Specific Objectives 

Students are taught superlative. 

Students should be able to use superlative in talking about social media 

Warm Up: (10 min) 

Teacher shows pictures about social media and asks the students if they know what the picture is about. 
When a student finds the right answer, the teacher asks if a student can give an example of social 
media. 

Grammar: Superlative (30 min) 

For short adjective: 

The + short adjective + est Exple: Short: the shortest NB! Good: the best 

Bad, the worst 

Long Adjective: 

The most/ the least + long adjective 

Exple: PEP speaking course is the most important project to improve the students’ English. 

Activity: (45 min) 

- There are three Faculties, and preparatory and ingeneering classes, which one is the best protecting 
environment? Give your thoughts on it by using the superlative. 

Feedback (10 min) 

 

Unit 7: Sport, Health and Leisure 

Seminar 1: sport, health, social cohesion (the language of sport, present perfect, quantifiers, qualifiers) 

Plan 

General Objective 

Specific Objectives 

Warm up 

Grammar 

Activities 

Feedback 

General Objective: 

This seminar deals with social cohesion 

Specific Objectives 
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Students are taught modal of obligation, recommendation and advice 

Students should be able to use modals of obligation, recommendation and advice in their talk of social 
cohesion. 

Warm Up: (10 min) 

The teacher puts notices with often, sometimes, never in different parts of the classroom 

Ask the students to think of how often they do sports and go under the corresponding 

notice. Give the students with the same opinion 5-10 minutes to discuss the reasons why. 

  

Ask the students to meet the other opinion students to share their reasons, resume and listen to their 
interlocutors. Allow up to 15 minutes. 

Brainstorming 

Let the students make groups of 3-4 and give them a task to point out 

the role of sports in private life and in the professional one; 

The reasons for corporate sports; 

The points of interest for team and individual sports. 

The results of this session should be presented in the form of a mind map. 

Ask (a) volunteer(s) to resume the information in public. 

Grammar: Modals (30 min) 

Modals of obligation (must, have to) 

Modals of recommendation ( 

Modal of advice (should) 

Activity: (45 min) 

Ask the students to make groups of 3-4 and imagine a corporate sports programme for their faculty / 
university / company and advertise it. 

Students advertise their programmes in public. (5-7 mins per presentation) 

Feedback: (10 min) 

Seminar 2: sport and work-life balance 

Plan 

General Objective 

Specific Objectives 

Warm up 

Grammar 

Vocabulary 

Activities 

Feedback 

General Objective: 

This seminar deals with work-life balance 

Specific Objectives 

Students are taught quantifier 
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Students should be able to use quantifiers in their talk of work-life balance. 

Warm Up: (10 min) 

What are these questions about? 

[Write or project the following questions on the board] Ask your students to read the questions and after 
having discussed with their neighbours find the TOPIC of the class. If necessary, lead them to guess it is 
about well-being / work life balance. 

What do you think of when you're falling asleep at night? 

How often are you late home from work because you had to finish something urgent? 

Do you enjoy the majority of your work? 

How often do you check work emails on your phone? 

Grammar: Quantifiers (20 min) 

Quantifiers 

A few and a bit of or a little mean some. Often, we feel this amount is enough or more than we 

expected. We use a few with plural nouns and a bit of or a little with uncountable nouns. 

Ex: I have a few ideas. 

There is a bit of milk left. 

It needs at little more works. 

  

We use few and very little to show that we are talking about a small amount. Often, we feel this amount 
is not enough or less than we expected. Few is for countable nouns and very little is for uncountable 
nouns. 

Exple: few people came to the meeting. 

There are few places where you can still see these birds. 

We have very little time. 

We have very little money. 

Vocabulary related to Sport (20 min) 

To sport: to wear: ex: she is sporting a fashionable red hat. 

Sporty: it is someone who enjoys doing sport. Play soccer/ football/ tennis: 

Do yoga/ Judo: 

I am into sport: you like sport/ you are keen on sport/ a big fan of sport 

5- Activity (45 min) 

Production task 

Ask your student to choose a partner and interview them about their way(s) to balance their work life. 

Feedback: (10 min) 

 

Unit 8: Career and Job Opportunities 

Seminar 1: looking for a job (cover letter, CV, Job interview, job description 1, future simple) 

Plan 

General Objective 
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Specific Objectives 

Warm up 

Activities 

Feedback 

General Objective 

The course is about looking for a job 2- Specific Objectives 

Students are expected to know the present tense 

Students are required to use the present tense to do a job interview. 

Warm-up: ask the following questions to students: 

What does looking for a job imply to you? 

Do you know any of the following elements: an application letter, a cover letter, a CV, a job interview 
and job description? If yes, can you quickly talk about the one that you know? 

Activity 2: 

A mock job interview activity will be organized in the classroom and students will be divided into three 
groups of 5 students. 

Each group will be regarded as a board of recruiters/directors before which, in a play role model, each 
student would pass to answer a series of questions based on a job description (profiles, experience, 
qualifications and duties for the new job. (estimated time for this activity: 50 minutes) 

NB: The possible questions that would be asked by the board will be elaborated by the teacher before 
the seminar. They should be related to the job description ( the profile, qualifications, experience and 
duties of the job applicants). 

Activity2: A job candidate telephones a company manager and asks about the requirement for a job 
position. 

  

Seminar 2: ambitions, goals, professional opportunities (future tenses, job description 2). 

Plan 

General Objective 

Specific Objectives 

Warm up 

Grammar: Future (Will) 

Activities 

Feedback 

General Objective 

This course deals with ambitions and professional opportunities 

Specific Objectives 

Students should know the future (will) 

Students should be able to use the future (will) to express their ambition and professional opportunities. 

 

Warm-up: (10 min) 

Ask the following questions to the students: 
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What would you like to become after your master graduation? 

What would be your ambitions and goals if you become what you have wished for? 

Grammar: Future (will) (45 min) 

Teacher should teach the use of will to express future. 

Activity: (45 min) 

As a classroom activity, a job description will be provided by the teacher through a short job 
advertisement and based on that each student will be asked to talk about their ambitions and goals 
based on that particular job opportunity published in the form of an advertisement in a newspaper. 

While doing so, students can use the future (will). Each student may have 2 minutes to intervene 

Feedback: (10 min) 
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INP-HB, Ivory Coast 

Unit 1 

Seminar 1 

Instruction of the activity: 

Set-up: 

Divide students into pairs or small groups (3 to 4 people). 

Each student must first introduce him/herself to his/her partner or group. 

Self-introduction: 

Each student must give a short presentation about him/herself, including: 

Name 

Age (optional) 

Hobbies or interests 

- Field of study. 

- A fun or unique fact about him/her 

 

Introducing another : 

After each student has finished introducing him/herself, the members of each group should 
introduce one of their classmates to the rest of the class. 

When introducing a classmate, students should include the following details: 

The person's name 

His/her field of study. 

What he/she has learned about the person (hobbies, interests, etc.). 

Something they have in common or a quality they appreciate in this person. 

Time allowed: 

Each individual presentation should last approximately 1-2 minutes. 

Each classmate presentation should last 2-3 minutes. 

Feedback: 

Encourage the class to give positive feedback after each presentation. 

After all presentations, discuss with students the points they found easy or difficult, and give tips 
for improving their speaking. 
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6- Worksheet: Self-Introduction and Introducing Others* 

 

Self-Introduction: 

Name:   

Age:   

Hobbies/Interests:   

- Field of study :   

Fun Fact About Me:   

 

Introducing Your Partner: 

Name of your partner:   

Hobbies/Interests of your partner:   

Something you have in common:   

What you admire about your partner:  

Tips for Success: 

Speak clearly and confidently. 

 

Make eye contact with your audience. 

Listen carefully when your partner is speaking to introduce them accurately. 

 

Seminar 2: 

Activity: Interviewing someone about their work and field of study. 

Ask your student to find a partner, interview them using the following questions, take notes. 

Interview Questions: 

 

What is your field of study? 

 

Why do you think your field is promising? 

 

Where do you want to work after graduating? Why? What are your career aspirations? 

How long do you stay at work/in the laboratory/etc.? What do you enjoy most about your 
studies/work? 

How do you think your studies/work help develop your skills? 
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Propose the students altogether to draw some statistics based on their notes taken during the 
interview. Ask them to use stick papers to visualize the results. Encourage them to discuss 
together. One student report to all. 

 

Interview Questions 

 

What is your field of study? 

 

Why do you think your field is promising? 

 

Where do you want to work after graduating? Why? What are your career aspirations? 

How long do you stay at work/in the laboratory/etc? What do you enjoy most about your studies/work? 

How do you think your studies/work help develop your skills? 

 

Phrases for Introducing Yourself 

 

Hello, my name is … 

 

I am completing a degree in … (field of study) at … (Institute/University) with a major/a minor in … (sub-field). 

 

I am currently a junior/a senior and expect to graduate in … (when). 

 

I am interested in … . 

 

At the Institute/University I am involved in … . This helps me develop skills in … . 

 

I have experience from an internship position with … company and what I really enjoy is … . 

I am interested in … job because … . 

  

Unit 2 

Experience sharing 

Objectives 

- Express themselves in the past 

Seminar 3 

Activity 1: (estimated time: 20min Warm-up 
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Ask your student to select ONE photo in their phone and tell their neighbour what happened that day. 

 

Speaking activity 

 

Students are going to tell an anecdote. They should choose one of situations below and plan what to say. 
Students describe it to their group partners without saying what event it is. The others may ask for more 
clues (yes-no questions) and have to guess what is being described. 

 

a training course 

a field visit 

conference 

exam 

guided tour 

meeting 

 

Seminar 2 

 

Gather students in groups of three and ask them to think about an invention or a concept that has 
influenced their field of study. 

-Ask them to find information about it on the internet and to make up a short story about its evolution. 

Students should choose a spokesperson to give a short presentation to the class. 

In a discussion, the other students ask feedback questions. 
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Beginning 

In the beginning First of all 

Once upon a time One day 

First 

Middle 

Soon Meanwhile Then 

After that Later 

After awhile Next Second Third Secondly Thirdly 

Interruption (something unexpected) 

Suddenly 

All of a sudden But then 

Ending 

Finally At last 

At the end Afterward In the end Lastly 

Firstly To begin To start Once 

And Furthermore Further Moreover Another 

In addition Also Subsequently After 

Before 

In conclusion To summarise After all 

By the end By this point Eventually 

Sequence Words 

Beginning 

In the beginning First of all 

Once upon a time One day 

First 

Firstly To begin To start Once 

Middle  

Soon Meanwhile Then 

After that Later 

After awhile Next Second Third Secondly Thirdly 

 

And Furthermore Further Moreover Another 

In addition Also Subsequently After 

Before 

Interruption (something unexpected) 

 

Suddenly 
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All of a sudden But then 

Ending 

 

Finally At last 

In conclusion To summarise At the end Afterward 

In the end Lastly After all By the end 

By this point EventuallyInterview Questions 

 

Where do you study/work? What is your field of study? 

Why do you think your field is promising? What are your career aspirations? 

How long do you stay at work/in the laboratory/etc? What do you enjoy most about your studies/work? 

How do you think your studies/work help develop your skills? 

 

Unit 4: How do you do that? Field/Activities and occupation 

 

Seminar 1 Career Days 

 

Step 1: Warm up activity: 

Ask students to share their experience about career days 

 

Step 2: Brainstorming (Divide the students in groups) 

Students  should  give  different  career paths  and  connect  their  learning to the real world 

 

Step 3: Make up a conversation 

Instructions : Imagine your school/Department is organizing career days. You are in charge of a stand. A student 
comes to you with the wish to register in the MA Program. In the form of dialog, describe the process to him 
(make sure you sure you use passive forms) 

- Choose two students to come and do the role play. 

Note: the teacher will provide a list of phrases on asking for clarification. 

 

Seminar 2 

 

Step 1: Warm up activity 

Work in pairs – Discuss: what are the most important things for people who consider doing research? 

 

Step 2: Brainstorming Rank the provided items below by order of importance 

Adviser, Finance, Time management, Original topic, Career prospects, Availability of 
resources/materials, Personal motivation. 
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Advisor 

Finance 

Time 
management 

Originality of 
the topic 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Step 3: Conversation 

Now, stand up, move around, and compare your choices with others. Note: the teacher will provide a list of 
phrases for sequencing 

 

Asking for clarification 

 

Excuse me, may I ask for clarifications on this? Could you say that again…. 

Sorry to interrupt you but I …. 

Could you give more precision ? Can you explain that in more detail ? What do you mean by… ? 

 

Clarifying 

This means that…. 

What I mean is…. 

What I want to say is…. 

To explain this in more detail, I will say that…. 

 

Checking that the clarification is sufficient 

Is that ok …. 

Is that clearer now…. 

 

Unit 5 

 

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 

 

Seminar 1 

Students watch the video about Mr Kettle Ask the student to entitle the topic 

Personal 
motivation 

Career 
prospects 
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Get to some stages of the video and ask the students to comment. Give the words if necessary 

Ask questions about their impressions how likely / unlikely and to which extent they would want different devices to 
be smart. Let the students discuss and express their agreement/disagreement with the others in groups. 

 

Seminar 2 

 

Role-play 

Ask students to organize a press conference with a specialist (science) answering questions from journalists and 
other knowledgeable people on the issue of AI in their professional domain or everyday life. 

Teacher reminds students that they need to use the vocabulary and grammar from the unit. 

Students take turns being journalists, scientists, knowledgeable people, etc. 

  

Advantages and Disadvantages of Artificial Intelligence 

 

Advantages 

 

Reduction in Human Error 

Takes risks instead of Humans 

Available 24x7 

Helping in Repetitive Jobs 

Digital Assistance 

Faster Decisions 

Daily Applications 

New Inventions 

 

Disadvantages 

 

High Costs of Creation 

Making Humans Lazy 

Unemployment 

No Emotions 

Lacking Out of Box Thinking 

 

Vocabulary 

to simulate human reasoning reaching accuracy 

overcome risky limitations of humans automate mundane tasks chatbot / voice bot 

hardware / software Out of Box Thinking data (pl) / big data to process data 

smart. 
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Giving Opinions 

 

Asking for an opinion 

What’s your opinion? 

What’s your opinion on this topic? 

What do you think of the idea that …? 

 

Give a strong opinion 

I’m certain that… 

 

I firmly believe that… 

There is no doubt in my mind that… 

 

Neutral opinion 

I think that…. 

 

In my opinion… 

From my point of view... 

 

If you are unsure of the topic and your opinion 

It seems to me that… 

I would say that… 

As far as I’m able to judge… 

 

Phrases for Agreeing and Disagreeing 

Strong agreement 

I completely agree. 

I agree entirely with your point of view. 

I’m in total agreement. 

 

Neutral agreement 

I agree. 

I think you’re right. 

I think we are in agreement on that. 

 

Partial Agreement 



68  

I agree in principle, but… 

I agree with you on the whole, but… 

I agree with most of what you’ve said, but… 

 

Strong Disagreement 

I totally disagree with you. 

I disagree entirely. 

What you are saying is just not possible. 

 

Neutral Disagreement 

I don’t completely agree with you on that. 

I feel I must disagree. 

We’ll have to agree to differ. 

 

Tactful Disagreement 

I agree up to a point, but… 

I can see your point of view, but… 

You have a point there, but… 

I have sympathy with your position, but… 

  

Unit 6 

 

Sustainable Development 

 

Seminar 1 Warm up 

Show the two pictures of how people imagine the future of the world and ask them to comment. Guide the 
students to the notion of sustainable development. 

 

Brainstorming 

Students make groups of 3-4. 

Introduce the notion of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and give an example: Ask them to think 
of and find the other SDGs (17 total). 

After the brainstorming session project all the SDGs and ask the students to explain them as they 
understand them. 

 

Seminar 2 Creative activity 



69  

Each group will choose one goal and together design a project proposal and speak about the impact their 
fields of study may have on attaining it. 

Five-minute presentation of the project by a group member followed by Q&A session. 

iving Opinions 

 

Asking for an opinion 

What’s your opinion? 

 

What’s your opinion on this topic? 

What do you think of the idea that …? 

 

Give a strong opinion 

I’m certain that… 

 

I firmly believe that… 

There is no doubt in my mind that… 

 

Neutral opinion 

I think that…. 

In my opinion… 

From my point of view... 

 

If you are unsure of the topic and your opinion 

It seems to me that… 

 

I would say that… 

As far as I’m able to judge… 

 

Here’s the 2030 Agenda: 
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Picture above from https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/news/ communications-material/ 

 

 

Eliminate Poverty 

Erase Hunger 

Establish Good Health and Well-Being 

Provide Quality Education 

Enforce Gender Equality 

Improve Clean Water and Sanitation 

Grow Affordable and Clean Energy 

Create Decent Work and Economic Growth 

Increase Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure 

Reduce Inequality 

Mobilize Sustainable Cities and Communities 

Influence Responsible Consumption and Production 

Organize Climate Action 

Develop Life Below Water 

Advance Life On Land 

Guarantee Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions 

Build Partnerships for the Goals 

 

Unit 7 

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/news/
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Seminar 1 Warm-up 

[Put notices with often, sometimes, never in different parts of the classroom] 

Ask the students to think of how often they do sports and go under the corresponding notice. Give the students with 
the same opinion 5-10 minutes to discuss the reasons why. 

Ask the students meet the other opinion students to share their reasons resume and listen to their interlocutors. 
Allow up to 15 minutes. 

Brainstorming 

Let the students make groups of 3-4 and give them a task to point out 

the role of sports in private life and in the professional one; 

The reasons for corporate sports; 

The points of interest for team and individual sports. 

The results of this session should be presented in the form of a mind map. Ask (a) volunteer(s) to resume the 
information in public. 

Creative task 

Ask the students to make groups of 3-4 and imagine a corporate sports programmes for their faculty / university / 
company and advertise it. 

Students advertise their programmes in public. (5-7 mins per presentation) 

 

 

Seminar 2 Warm-up 

What are these questions about? 

[Write or project the following questions on the board] Ask your students to read the questions and after having 
discussed with their neighbours find the TOPIC of the class. If necessary, lead them to guess it is about well-being / 
work life balance. 

What do you think of when you're falling asleep at night? 

How often are you late home from work because you had to finish something urgent? 

Do you enjoy the majority of your work? 

How often do you check work emails on your phone? 

Group work 

Ask the students to discuss and mind map “What to balance?” 

Encourage the students to use quantifiers (little/a little, much, etc). 

Give the groups the following worksheet and allow them enough time to answer the questions and discuss the 
answers. 
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From https://prezi.com/wluuxxrytvov/advanced-cae-17-work-life-balance/ 

 

Production task 

[Write the following expressions used to advise on the board] 

You should (not) do You ought (not) to do You’d better (not) do You’d rather (not) do 

I’d rather you did / did not do I’d prefer you did / did not do 

Ask your student to choose a partner and interview them about their way(s) to balance their work life. Advise them 
using the ideas from the mind maps, expressions and the above vocabulary. 


