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Present tweexample statements which students analyse & discuss.Students must make distinction between a
statement presented as fact and one presented as opinion
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Academic vocabulariReporting verbs

To say, to state, to mention, to describe, to report, to note, to observe, to write

B) Writing conventiond:ist of Expressions used in argumentative/persuasive writing
(a)introduction an argument| believe that, | think that, in my opinion, it seems to me that
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(b) giving reasorbecause, since, due to, as a result, owing to, the reason is that, this is why
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(c)presenting advantages/pro®ne advantage is that, a major benefi is, the main positive
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Seminar 4: Developing Types of Academic Essay (Descriptive, Persuasive, Informative, Narrative)
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Activity: Warraup

Mini Discussion Clock activity using a news story + spin the wheel Discussioean@tiakoups discuss the
story under one of the Discussion Clock areas
15 minutes
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Signal wordsyesterday, last week, two days ago, in 2005, etc.
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Topic:Using present and past tenses in academic writing
- FocusPresent and past tenses

Guided Activity Design
Warm up:

A quick discussion with students about when do we use the present and the past3anse. (

Teacher provides some sentences with mixed tenses (sentences in the past and sentences in the present) and
asks students to observe and identify whether each tense is correctly(18eadin)

Yesterday, | go to school.
Everyday, | went to school.

Now, | spoke English every day.

Discovery TasReview of verb form@0 min)
Present tenses:
Simple Present:
Structure: Subject + Verb in simple present + Object
Example: Students go to school.
Use: General truthg facts¢ permanent situatiorg regular actiong, present actions.
Present continuous:
Structure: Subject + be in simple present + verb + ing + object.
Example: The researcher is analysing data.
Use:used for ongoing present actions.
Present perfect:
Structure: Subject + have into present simple + past participle + object.
Example: Researchers have identified four trends.
Use: Used for actions with relevance to the present.
Past tenses:
Simple past:
Structure: Subject + Preterit + Object
Example: The experiment ended yesterday.
Use: Used for completed actions, events at a specific time in the past.
Past progressive:
Structure: Subject + was/ were + verb + ing + object.
Example: Brindou was writing his article when the data arrived.
Use: Used for ongoing past actions often interrupted by another event.

Past perfect:



Structure: Subject + had + past participle of the verb + Object.

Example: The team had finished their work before the deadline.

Use: Used for actions completed before another past event.

Usage of Present Tenses in Academic Writing

- The present tenses are used for general truth and established knowledge.
- The present tenses are used for current discussions.

- The present tenses are used to describe graphs and tables.

Usage of Past Tenses in Academic Writing

- Past tenses are used for describing methodology.

- Past tenses are used for reporting specific findings

- Past tenses are used for historical contexts.

Practice Task:
- Practice Task 1:
(Here the teacher provides sentences with blanks and verbs for students to complete correctly.)

Complete the sentence with the correct form of the verb into parenthesis.

(15 min)

Smith (go) to school every day.

Sophia (try) to speak now.

The students (study) English last year.

PrinceSmith is satisfied now. He j(esd)t eaten.

The Regional Hospital (be) opposite to University of San Pedro.

-Production TaskBuild an Academic Abstract

Teacher asks students to provide an abstract of a topic that he provides them with by taking into account
the appropriate tenses used for each constituent of an abstract. Then, they discuss the different tenses
they use for each constituent of their abstra

(20 min)
But before this activity, the teacher takes time to explain the use of each tense to each aspect of the abstract.
(15 min)

Example of Abstract:

The abstract is a summary of your entire paper, so you need to balance between general truths (present
tense) and what you did (past tense).

NUse present tense to:

state the purpose of the paper



present main findings or conclusions
talk about the significance of the work

Example: This study investigates the impact of Al in education. The findings suggest that Al tools improve
student engagement.

N Use past tense to:
Mention your methodology or specific results

Example: Data were collected from 300 students using a structured questionnaire. The model achieved 91%
accuracy on the test dataset.

{SYAYI NI mnY tl aarxgsS @a ! Os @S
- Topic:Using Passive or Active voice in academic writing
- Focusactive voice, passive voice

Activity:
Warmup:

Students will make a story about one object (&.dol), to practice the passive in a narrative, contextual way.
The object is always the subject. Teacher gives a verb, students, make a passive sentence to continue the
story. (After the story, the teaches tells the students this description is about the use of passive voice. He
then introduces that the class is about passive voice)

(Example:

- BalllhThe ball was found in the supermarket.

- buylyThen it was bought by the team.
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Correction of Activity 1
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Purposeintroduce passive voice to the students before studying with them the structure and use of passive
and active voice.
(15 minutes)

Discovery Tadkontents to explain the target languagad min)
Active voice:
Structure:Subject + Verb + Object
Example: Researchers conducted the experiment. (the focus is on the doer or doers of the action)
- Active voice: it shows more clearly who the agent or actor is (who did what or caused something to happen)
- Passive voice:
Structure:Object + be+ past participle of verb (+ by + subject)
ExampleThe experiment was conducted (by the researchers)
Passive voice: The agent or actor is either not stated atalgxperiment was conducted)

or the information is added separately at the end of the sentefilce €éxperiment was conducted by the
researchers)

Use The choice of passive voice in writing:

when the readers need not know who did something;

the focus should be on what was done;

when avoiding long sentences;

when specifying the agent is unnecessary;

when the agent or actor is truly unknown;

When the writer wants to be vague on purpose

(30 min)

NB!There are tenses shift in passive voice.

Present simple: TheyublisharticleshArticlesare published
Past simple: Thajiscoveredd NAITHDNAwas discovered
Future: Thewill analyzadatalhDatawill be analyzed.
Perfect: Theyave writtenthe report.l'yThe reporthas been written

Etc.
Practice Task:

Practice Task1:

Convert active sentences into passive sentences and vice versa. (10 min)
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Practice Task 2:

Teacher gives a text to students and asks them to observe the use of active vs passive voice. Does the writer
use some active or passive voices in his/her article? Can the students detect any differences between the
GNAGSNRAE dzaS 27F AR0OmiAu@s |+ yR LI aaA@dS ©@2A0S

Text:

Biosecurity is defined as a set of measures to protect animals and crops from the risk of disease. It is important
in pig production, and farmers routinely employ several measures (e.g. cleaning, disinfection, segregation).
However, air as a potential vectof pathogens has long been disregarded. We installed filters for incoming
and recirculating air into the ventilation system of one of two barns at a fattening piggery. Over three
consecutive fattening periods, we compared the lung health of pigs filténed and unfiltered barn. Air
filtration was easily introduced into the existing ventilation system. Animals had better lung health in the
barn equipped with recirculating air filtration modules. Therefore, animal healthcare professionals should
recommend air filtration systems in animal rearing enclosures.

(Adapted from: Wenke C. et al. (2018)

Production TaskBuild Your Own

Teacher asks students to choose their topic and write one paragraph of academic essay in which they use both
active and passive voice. Then, students read their one paragraph essay and explain to the class when do
they use passive voice and when do they ative voice?

(30 min
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10 ways to avoid plagiarism in your writing

Mention your source Include quotations Paraphrase

Use a plagiarism
checker

Plan your work well
before starting to write

Write your
bibliography

Present your own idea

Know what not to cite Add references

(09

Check your work

before submitting it
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UNIT 2:
TWO-SIDED
ARGUMENTS

CRITICAL THINKING

SEMINARS 3 & 4

SEMINAR FOCUS

Critical Thinking
Main Topic: Presenting both sides of an argument in your writing

Language FocusLanguage used in presenting ofiagsu or factual statements

"We are trying to prove ourselves wrong as quickly as possible, because only in
that way can we find progresso;19®ichar

OUTCOMES

By the end of this lesson, you will be able to:

AUnderstand the purpose and structure ofsidesargument
AUse linking words and neutral tone to present both sides

AWrite a short twsided argument paragraph or essay



KEY TERMS + DEFINITIONS

A Reporting Verb

A Thesis Statement

A Argument 8 your main idea or opinion, supported by reasons and evidence

A Counterargument & the opposite view, which you also need to mention and respond to
A Concessiondwhen you accept part of the other sideds
A Contrast & showing how two ideas are different (ehgwever, in contrast

A Balance 8 giving space to both sides of the argument fairly

A Cohesive device & linking words that connect ideas smoothly (@rgreover, nevertheJess
A Academic register 3 the formal style of language used in essays and seminars

A Evidence & facts, data, or examples that support an argument

A Perspective 8 a particular point of view on the issue

A Evaluation 8 judging strengths and weaknesses of different arguments

b {

WARM-UP

Question:Why do some people disagree with you?

Discuss:Which one is subjective 8 someone's opinion; and which one is objective d fact-
based?
How do you know?

AVOIDING SUBJECTIVITY: HEDGING LANGUAGE

A Use hedging language, e.g.
It may seem

A Itis evident that

A There are some who believe...

A N.B.:Hedging languadethe use of cautious or tentative words and phrases in

academic writing to express a lack of 100% certainty and to soften claims.




LANGUAGEFEATUREEOCUS 1/2

A Usefullinkingwords and neutral phrases:
A Linking / transition words and phrases join ideas, sentences and paragraphs together. They
should be used within sentences and to move from one idea to andtietveen
sentences).
A These words and phrases indicate the direction, order and flow of ideas. Significantly, they
strengthen the quality and structure of your work.

A Neutral phrases are words or expressions that describe a situation objectively, without
expressing bias or personal opinion, such as "writes," "describes," and "notes" for introducing
information, or "in other words" and "in summary" for concluding points.

LANGUAGEFEATURE$OCUS 2/2

A Usefullinkingwords and neutral phrases: faresentingarguments for balancing, for
concluding

conclusion; overall; some may agtedh a toé@versely, and neverthelegfor contrasting
points) therefore, consequently, and as a resdior outcomes)and furthermore,
moreover, and additionallffor adding to a point)

A additionally; also; moreover; furthermore; again; further; then; besides; too; similarly;
correspondingly; indeed; regardimdternatively; although; otherwise; irpt2ad.

Afirstly; in addition; one reason isé; howeve

PRACTICE: SAMPLE TEXT

A Topic: Should homework be banned?

A Homeworkhas alwaysbeen a part of schoollife, but some peoplethink it shouldbe
banned®n one hand,homeworkelpsstudentseviewwhat they learn and improvegime
managemerxkillsit alsoshowgeachersvhoneedsxtrahelpdnthe otherhandtoo much
homeworlcan causestressand take time awayfrom familyrest,or hobbiesSomeargueit
doesn'helpall studentequally®verallwhilehomeworkasbenefitst shoulde balancedo
studentganenjoylearningvithoutfeelingoverwhelmed

}Ln
PTE




GUIDEDWRITING

A Choosea topicamongthe following
A Should school uniforms be required?
A Should animals be kept in zoos?

A Should video games be limited for kids?

Anysuggestion fanothetopic?

Your task fill out a simplegraphicorganizer(A graphic organizer is a visual tool to organize
information and ideas, with examples): TopiSide A: 23 pointsd Side B: 23 points- Coclusion

PEERREVIEW

A Pair up toreadeacho t h evarkd s
A Your checklist:

A [ Did they include both sides?
A [ Did they use linking words?

A [ Was the tone fair and balanced?

WRAP-UP

A Complete:

A One linking word | used today was @Dne thing | learned about twsided
writing is




HOMEWORK??

A Write a full two-sided essay @6 paragraphs)
A Prepare for a mintlebate based on their topic

A Rewrite the same argument from just one side for comparison

THANK YOU!

Be constant imeadingdoucmentsandother researcharticlesrelatedto your field of
studyt
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SUPPORTING SENTENCES

' CONCLUDING SENTENCE |
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— i OPIC CONTROLLING IDEA _—
1a. Some marrlages are a union of two families.

—— Toric : \ .CONTROLLING |D-EA — . 3
1b. Some marriages are a union of two individuals.

—— Toric — —— CONTROLLING IDEA —
2a. Some weddings are very elaborate.

TOPIC ———— — CONTROLLING IDEA —
2b. Some weddings are very simple.

Toric CONTROLLING IDEA o
2c. Some weddmgs take place in unusual locations.
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cademic Writing Course
Development

Title: Academic Writing Style

By Dr. KONE

Unit 1:

N

Introduction to
Academic Writing

~ Seminar Focus

4

Introducing the core features and conventions of academic

writing versus general English.

Importance of Academic Writing

Academic writing is the foundation of scholarly

k.

communication.
« Itreflects clarity, precision, and credibility.

- Developing an academic style ensures your ideas are firmly

rooted in academia.

» “Good writing is clear thinking made visible.” - Bill Wheele;

Vntended Learning Outcomes

By the end of this seminar, you will be able to:
» Identify key features that differentiate Academic writing

from General English Writing.

» Apply basic features of academic style (formal

vocabulary, objective tone-to short texts.)

Target Language & Skills

+ Grammar Focus:

b

» Present Simple for stating facts and opinions.
» Passive Voice for objectivity.
+ Academic Vocabulary:
» Introduction to the Academic Word List (AWL).

» Formal vs. Informal Lexical Choices (e.g., 'get' vs. 'obtain').

» Writing Conventions:

» Formality -Objectivity - Precision.

What Makes Writing 'Academic'?
/ « Core Characteristics:
1. Formality

. Objectivity

. Precision

. Clarity

. Hedging (cautious language)

o UM WN

. Cohesion and Coherence.

Academic Writing

/ + Types:

1. Essays

. Research proposals
. Dissertations

. Abstracts

. Academic articles

o n M QXN

. Theses

y @

0

K
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What Makes Writing 'Academic'?

« Types:

1. Essays

2. Research proposals
3. Dissertations
4. Abstracts
5. Academic articles
6

. Theses

What Makes Writing 'Academic'?

+ Types:

1. Essays
2. Research proposals
3. Dissertations
4. Abstracts
5. Academic articles
6

. Theses

Academic vs. General English

(Examples)

\

« General English — Academic English

» We did the experiment. — The experiment was conducted.

» A lot of people think... — Many researchers argue...
> Kids learn fast. — Children acquire language rapidly.
» The purpose of Academic Writing is to infarm, argue; an

contribute to scholarly conversations.

Grammar Focus:
Present Simple & Passive Voice

» Present Simple: Used to state established facts or
accepted knowledge.
» Example: “Water boils at 100°C.”

« Passive Voice: Used to maintain objectivity.

» Example: “The data were analyzed using SPS5S.”

Academic Vocabulary

4

+ Use formal, specific, and discipline-appropriate terms.

+ Avoid contractions and colloquial phrases.
» Introduction to the Academic Word List (AWL):

» Examples: analyze, establish, assume, derive, indicate,
require.
» Academic writing is a formal style of writing used ing

university and scholarly publications.

b

.

.

Writing Conventions

Formality: Avoid slang, idioms, and first-person unless required.

Objectivity: Focus on evidence, not personal opinion.

Precision: Be concise and specific in argumentation.

Clear, concise, and structured content.

Activity: Discovery Task (15 mns)

» Group Discussion :

N

» What was your first experience with academic writing?
» What did you find most difficult?
» Group Brainstorm:

» List features that characterize academic writing.

Y

Reflection

« What aspect of academic style do you find most
challenging?
+ How can you apply these principles in your

thesis or article writing?




7

THANK YOU
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Unit 1: Introduction to Academic
Writing

PhD Seminar — Academic Writing
Course Development

Seminar 2:
Features and

Academic Writing

- Language to Avoid in _

Seminar Focus

* Features and Language to Avoid in Academic Writing

* Identifying and eliminating common non-academic
features such as informal language, personal opinion,
and vague expressions.

Learning Outcomes

* By the end of this seminar, students should be able
to:

* Identify non-academic features and frequent errors in
writing samples.

* Apply editing techniques to improve short academic texts
by removing inappropriate language.

Target Language & Skills

* Grammar:
* Review of Past Simple vs. Present Perfect.

* Avoiding contractions (e.g., don't — do not).

* Academic Vocabulary:

* Avoiding colloquialisms, clichés, and vague language (e.g,
'stuff] 'thing,' 'a lot of').

Target Language & Skills

* Writing Conventions:
* Editing for conciseness, precision, and tone.

* Avoiding emotional language and sweeping generalizations.




Review: Features of Academic
Writing

* Quick review of the previous seminar's "Features of
Academic Writing' table.

* Now, let’s explore the reverse: What should we
AVOID in academic writing?

Common Non-Academic Features

Personal pronouns (I, we, you)

Slang or colloquial expressions
Contractions (can't, don't, isn't)
Emotional or subjective language
Overgeneralizations and vague expressions
Redundant or wordy phrases

Examples: Non-Academic vs.
Academic

Grammar Focus: Tense and
Contractions

Non-Academic: I think the results are really bad.

Academic: The results appear to be unsatisfactory.

Non-Academic: A lot of people believe this idea.

Academic: Many researchers have suggested thus perspective.

Non-Academic: The thing is imp
Academic: The factor is significant.

Use Present Perfect for research context and Past Simple for
completed studies.

Example:
* Researchers have found (ongoing relevance)
* The study was conducted (past event)

Avoid contractions:
* don’t — do not
* can’t — cannot

Academic Vocabulary

Writing Conventions to Improve

Avoid vague or informal expressions:

X alotof — B4 numerous / several

K kind of — somewhat / approximately
X stuff — 4 materials / data

X really good — highly effective

Maintain objectivity — avoid personal bias.
Use cautious language (hedging): may, might, appears.
Aim for clarity and conciseness.

Replace emotive terms with neutral academic
phrases.




Activity: Discovery Task (10 mins) Production Task (10 mins)

S : - |
* Provide 5 informal topic sentences and Rewrite ‘

them academically: "
1. Review the 'Features of Academic Writing' from the ;
: * Example:
last session.

|

. " . 2 ' I think the government's policy is really bad.
2. Brainstorm as a class: What should we AVOID in X 8 I 2 2
academic writing? * 4 The government's policy appears to be
ineffective for three primary reasons.

. THANK YOU .
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PhD Seminar: Academic Writing
Course Development

UNIT 2:
CRITICAL THINKING

SEMINAR 3:

TWO-SIDED ARGUMENT

BY DR. KONE




SEMINAR FOCUS

+ Developing a Two-Sided Argument in Academic Writing

* Understanding how to present, evaluate, and balance

i d,

pposing P in writing.

IMPORTANCE OF TWO-SIDED
ARGUMENTS

+ Academic writing values objectivity and critical thinking.

* Presenting both sides shows awareness of complexity and
strengthens credibility.

* A balanced argument encourages analysis, not persuasion.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

By the end of this seminar, students should be able to:

Identify the structure and language used in two-sided
arguments.

Analyze sample texts to distinguish between balanced and
biased arguments.

Construct short paragraphs presenting and evaluating two
sides objectively.

TARGET LANGUAGE & SKILLS

* Grammar:

» Linking and contrastive structures (although. however, whereas. on the
other hand)

» Reporting verbs (suggest. argue, claim, maintain)
» Hedging for balance (may. might. appears to)
« Academic Vocabulary:
» advantage. drawback, Implication, ustification
» Phrases: it can be argued that...", 'conversely...'
* Writing Conventions:

» Paragraph pic sentence — argy A—
—» evaluation — conclusion.

FEATURES OF A BALANCED
ARGUMENT

* Presents at least two opposing viewpoints
* Uses objective and cautious language

* Supports each claim with evidence

+ Connects ideas through cohesive devices

= Ends with an evaluation or synthesis

EXAMPLE COMPARISON

* Biased: Technology is destroying education.

* Balanced: While technology has improved learning access, it
also poses chall for student

* Note: Balanced writing acknowledges both benefits and
drawbacks.




GRAMMAR FOCUS: LINKING &
CONTRASTIVE STRUCTURES

+ Common Connectors:
+ Although, whereas, while, however, on the other hand, nevertheless

+ Example: Although ICT improves efficiency, it may reduce human creativity.

REPORTING VERBS & HEDGING

JReporting verbs: suggest, argue, claim, indicate, maintain

JHedging expressions: may, might, appears to, seems to

» Example: Scholars argue that online learning may enhance

flexibility for adult learners.

REPORTING VERBS & HEDGING

UReporting verbs: suggest, argue, claim, indicate, maintain
UHedging expressions: may, might, appears to, seems to

» Example: Scholars argue that online learning may enhance
flexibility for adult learners.

ACADEMICVOCABULARY FOR

ARGUMENTATION
* Useful terms:
» Perspective, justification, controversy, implication, limitation
. ple:This study both the advantages and limi of remote
education.

ACTIVITY: DISCOVERY TASK (10 g,
MINS)

» Read both Text A and Text B carefully [next slide].
# Identify which text is biased and which one is balanced.

+ Discuss in pairs or groups:
» What language signals bias?
» How does the balanced text show objectivity and critical thinking?

ACTIVITY: DISCOVERY TASK (10 MINS)

* TextA

Online learning is terrible
because it completely destroys
real education. Students who
study online are lazy and
unmotivated, and teachers can't
control them. Everyone knows
that traditional classroom
learning is far better and that
technology just distracts
students from serious study.

+ TextB

While online learning offers
flexibility and increased access to
education, it also presents challenges
related to student engagement and
interaction. Some studies suggest
that virtual environments can reduce
opportunities for immediate
feedback and peer collaboration.

H when eff ly designed,
online courses can complement
traditional learning and make
education more inclusive.

Py



PRACTICETASK (20 MINS)

+ Students write a short paragraph presenting both sides of a
current academic issue.

+ Example Topic:Tech in Education’

» Argument: Enhances accessibility. THANKYOU

» Counterargument: Risks academic integrity.
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Academic Writing Course
Development

Unit 2: Critical Thinking Seminar 4: Discussion Clock

By Dr. KONE




Lesson Objectives

» Understand how the Discussion Clock
technique works.

» Engage in structured, time-based critical
discussions.

« Express balanced opinions while listening to
others.

« Reflect on the quality and fairness of their
arguments.

What is a Discussion Clock?

« The Discussion Clock is a collaborative discussion
stratﬁgy that ensures that everyone has a chance to
speak.

Participants sit in small groups.

Each participant takes turn speaking for a fixed time
(e.g., 3-5 minutes).

Others listen actively without interrupting.
The process continues until everyone has contributed.

It encourages equality, focus, and critical listening.

How to Conduct a Discussion Clock

Form groups of 4-5 students.
Assign each student a number (1-5).

Each student speaks for a set time (e.g., 2-3
minutes) about the topic.

After all participants have spoken, open
group discussion for 3-5 minutes.

Record key ideas, agreements, and
disagreements.

Discussion Topics

*» Choose one of the following to discuss:
» Should universities make attendance optional?

» Should social media platforms regulate
political content?

* Does publishing in English limit local academic
expression?

» Does money guarantee happiness?

Reflection and Debrief

« After the discussion:

* Reflect on your own participation.

» What did you learn from listening to others?

« Did your opinion change during the discussion?

» How did time limits affect your expression of
ideas?

Summary

» The Discussion Clock helps students:
» Share ideas equally.
» Develop listening and reasoning skills.
> Recognize and balance differing viewpoints.

> Strengthen their ability to think critically and
collaboratively.
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Focus

* Sentence Structure in Academic Writing

* Understanding and applying correct sentence
structures to improve clarity, cohesion, and academic
tone in writing.

Learning Outcomes

* Identify different sentence types and their functions
in academic texts.

* Recognize and correct structural errors such as
fragments and run-ons.

* Construct complex and compound sentences for
clarity and precision.

Target Language & Skills

Why Sentence Structure Matters

Improves readability and tone
Prevents monotony
Shows relationships between ideas

Reduces ambiguity and grammatical errors

Sentence Types Overview

1. Simple: one independent clause
> Esample: The study was conducted in Mali.
2. Compound: two independent clauses joined by a coordinator
» Example: The study was conducted in Mali, and the data were
analyzed in Bamako.
3. Complex: one independent + one dependent clause
» Example: Although the study was small, the results were significant.
4. Compound-Complex: two or more independent + one
dependent clause.

Common Errors in Academic
Writing

* Sentence fragments (nussing subject or verb)
* Run-ons (too long without punctuation)
* Comma splices (two clauses joined by comma only)

* Example: WHICH ONE IS CORRECT?

» Because the results were significant. The hypothesis was
supported.

> Because the results were significant, the hypothesis was
supported.

M p



Task 1 (10 mins)

* Group brainstorm:
» What makes a good academic sentence?
» Discuss how structure affects clarity and tone.

Using Connectors Effectively

* Cause & Effect: because, therefore, as a result
* Contrast: although, whereas, however
* Addition: moreover, furthermore, in addition

* Condition: if, unless, provided that

Advanced Sentence Building

Strategies:

Use subordination to show relationships between
ideas.

Avoid stringing too many independent clauses.
Balance sentence length for rhythm and clarity.

Sentence Fragments

* Afrag isani p that is missing a subject,
verb, or complete thought.
* Examples:

> Becanse the experiment failed.
¥ The experiment failed becanse the materials were contaminated.

Run-on Sentences

* A run-on occurs when two or more independent clauses are joined
incorrectly.

* Examples:

XK The recuits were significant they supported the hypathesis.

The results were significant, and they supported the bypothesis.

Because the results were significant, they supported the bypotbesis.

Task 2 — Spot the Error

P Read each sentence carefully. Identify whether it is a fragment (F) or run-on (R). and

then rewrite it correctly.

No.

MncC
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PhD Academic Writing Seminar

UNIT 3: Sentence Building

Seminar 6: Complex
Sentence Building

By Dr. KONE

» Complex Sentence Building

» Understanding how to form and use complex
sentences effectively in academic writing to
express nuanced ideas and logical
relationships.

Learning Outcomes

« |dentify the structure and function of complex
sentences in academic contexts.

» Use subordinate clauses to show cause,
contrast, and condition.

» Construct clear and accurate complex
sentences to express relationships between
ideas.

Discovery Task (10 mins)

+ Brainstorm: 'What makes a sentence complex?’
» Discuss how meaning changes with different
connectors:
= The project failed because funding ended.

+ Although the project failed, it provided useful data.

* Identify main and subordinate clauses:

» Although the data were incomplete, the results
were still considered valid.

Writing Application (10 mins)

= Write three original complex sentences related
to your own research topic.

+ Use a variety of subordinating conjunctions.

» Exchange with a peer and identify clauses;
check clarity and accuracy.




Example: Cause and Contrast
Connectors

»Because - indicates reason.

»Since - provides justification.

»Although / Even though - express contrast.
»>Whereas / While - highlight difference.

« Example:
> Although the theory is widely accepted, recent
evidence challenges it.

Building Academic Clarity

+ Use one main idea per sentence.

* Place subordinate clauses carefully for emphasis.

= Avoid excessive nesting of clauses.

* Maintain readability while showing relationships
between ideas.

Common Errors to Avoid

« Fragmented dependent clauses (missing main clause).
» Overly long or confusing nested structures.

* Misplaced subordinating conjunctions.

* Inconsistent punctuation.

Quick Group Activity

= Group Work: Rewrite the following pairs into one
clear complex sentence.

» The study was delayed. The materials arrived late.

» The sample was small. The results remained significant.

» The method was new. It yielded reliable results.

Mini Writing Challenge

» Write two sentences explaining your research
problem using at least two complex sentences.

= Then, exchange with a partner for peer review:
identify clauses and suggest improvements.
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PhD Academic Writing Seminar

UNIT 4: Writing an Introduction

Seminar 7: Background of the
Study and Describing a Trend

By Dr. KONE

« Background of the Study and Describing a
Trend

*» Developing the introductory background of a
research paper by describing context,
relevance, and observable trends using
appropriate academic language.

Learning Outcomes

« |dentify key components of the background
section in an academic introduction.

+ Use data and evidence to describe patterns
and trends effectively.

« Apply suitable academic expressions to discuss
developments, changes, and tendencies in
their field of study.

Introduction

» Background of the Study refers to the context
or foundation of a research topic. It explains
why the study is important, what problem it
addresses, and provides an overview of
existing knowledge on the subject.

Describing a Trend involves identifying and
explaining patterns or changes over time in
data or behavior. It focuses on whether
something is increasing, decreasing, or staying
constant, and helps to understand the
direction and significance of change.

Target Language

* Academic Vocabulary:

> has grown significantly, has remained relatively
constant, experienced a steady rise/decline.

» Recent studies have shown that..., There has been a
growing interest in...

= Writing Skills:
» Structuring the background logically.
> Using appropriate transitions and hedging.
> Linking trends to the research gap or purpose.




Compare the two sample paragraphs
(weak vs. strong background)

Paragraph A

= Nowadays, technology is used a lot
in education, and many people like
it. It is changing the way students
learn, which is really good. Some

Paragraph B

« Over the past decade, technology

integration in education has transformed
learning environments worldwide.
Research indicates that digital tools such
as learning management systems and

+ Brainstorm: What information belongs in the o = el
i i ion? people think it makes learning easier, educational apps have enhanced student
background section of an introduction? e o e i o B o e
lots of new apps and websites that 2022). The COVID-19 pandemic
teachers use, and this helps students accelerated this trend, leading to a
learn faster. Everyone knows online sustained increase in the adoption of
leaming became popular during online and blended learning models.
COVID, and it is still used by many However, the effectiveness of these
schools. technologies in promoting deep learning
outcomes remains a subject of ongoing

academic debate.

Task 2: Writing Application Describing Trends: Useful Verbs

« Increase / Decrease / Fluctuate / Remain

s Write a short background paragraph (5-6 stable / Rise / Fall / Decline / Grow / Drop.

sentences) for your own research topic. « Examples:

» The rate of enrollment has increased sharply.

» Publication output remained stable between 2015
and 2020.

* Integrate one observable trend.

Describing Trends: Useful
Adverbs & Adjectives

Grammar in Context

* Use Present Perfect for recent or ongoing
trends.

I SEnificantly, steadily, + Use Past Simple for historical trends

slightly, dramatically.
» Examples: = Avoid mixing tenses inconsistently.

> The number of journals increased dramatically. » Example:
> Research interest in translation studies has grown > There has been an increase in studies since 2010.

steadily. > Researchers reported a similar pattern in earlier
decades.




Example: Writing the Background Section

= Begin with context and general information.

= Describe trends supported by data or
references.

= End with the research gap or rationale.

» Example:

> Recent decades have witnessed a rapid growth in
digital translation tools, yet few studies have
assessed their pedagogical implications.

« Refer to the Worksheet

Summary

« Backgrounds provide context and show
relevance.

« Trend descriptions add credibility and
precision.

« Effective use of tense and vocabulary
enhances academic quality.
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PhD Academic Writing
Course Development

UNIT 4: Writing an Introduction

Seminar 8: Writing a
Thesis Statement

By Dr. KONE

» Writing an effective thesis statement

* Understanding the role of the thesis
statement in academic writing and
developing clear, focused, and
arguable statements.

Learning Outcomes

* Define what a thesis statement is and explain
its importance.

» Distinguish between strong and weak thesis
statements.

» Formulate clear, focused, and arguable thesis
statements relevant to your research.

Introduction

* A thesis statement is a single, clear sentence
that expresses the main argument or central
claim of an academic paper.

« |t tells the reader what the paper is about,
what position it takes, and how the argument
will be developed.

Target Skills

» Grammar: Parallel structure; clarity and
conciseness.

» Vocabulary: Expressions of stance and argument
(e.g., ‘this study argues that', ‘it is evident that’).

* Writing Skills: Identifying main argument;
refining scope and specificity.




* Brainstorm: What makes a statement
strong or weak?

Practice Task (Refer to the Worksheet)

» Worksheet: Identify strong vs.
weak thesis statements.

Characteristics of a Strong
Thesis Statement

* A strong thesis statement:

»>Clearly expresses the main argument or position.

»|s specific and focused (not too broad or vague).

»|s arguable - someone could reasonably disagree.

» Uses academic tone and avoids emotional or
informal language.
»Often appears at the end of the introduction.

Examples: Weak vs. Strong

» Weak: + Strong:
*» There are many advantages -« Bilingualism enhances
of bilingualism.’ cognitive flexibility and
problem-solving abilities
among adults in
multicultural contexts.’

Common Errors to Avoid

* Being too broad or too narrow

* Using unclear or emotional language
« Stating a fact instead of an argument
* Lack of focus or direction

Steps to Improve Your Thesis
Statement

* |dentify your main idea.

* Ask: ‘Can someone disagree with this?'
« Refine scope and argument.

= Check grammar and conciseness.

* Ensure academic tone and stance.




* Write one thesis statement related
to your own research area.

Reflection

* How will you refine your thesis statement
for your next academic paper?

UYOB

WRITING COURSE

Dr. KADIDIATOU TOURE

w
UNIT FIVE: Paragraph writing

* Seminar 9: Topic Sentences
+ -* By the end of this seminar, students should be able to...
+ - find and state a topic appropriately
‘ * - articulate a topic sentence
\- - identify the topic from the controlling idea in a topic sentence

* - point out the topic sentence of each paragraph
-

1] Click to add title

Identify which sentence

1 Warm up (15min): expresses the main idea in
the following paragraphs

» Many people enjoy gardening because it helps them relax
after a long day. Planting flowers, watering, and watching
them grow brings a sense of peace. Gardening also allows
people to spend more time outdoors in nature.

* The Internet has changed communication in many ways.
People can now send messages instantly, share photos, and
even make video calls across the world. Social media
platforms have made it easier to connect but harder to
maintain privacy.




Concept

* A topic sentence states the main idea
of a paragraph.

« It tells the reader what the paragraph
will be about and sets the tone.

* Example:

* Online education offers flexibility
for students with busy schedules.

+ The rest of the paragraph should
support or explain that flexibility.

Observation

* Dogs are interesting animals.
* Dogs make excellent companions
because they are loyal and affectionate.

* Rewrite each weak topic sentence to
make it more specific.

+ Technology is important.

* Sports are fun.

* My school is nice.

« Traveling can teach you things.

* Make each one focus on a clear main
idea that could guide a paragraph.

S

NOTE R

* A good topic sentence is:

* Clear — It tells one main idea.

* Specific — It is not too general.

+ Connected — The rest of the paragraph supports it.

3 Grammar focus: coherence, \g
cohesion, unity & rules of paragraph

writing

* A paragraph is a group of sentences about one main idea.

* It usually has:

* A topic sentence (main idea)

* Supporting sentences (details, examples, explanations)

* A concluding sentence (restates the idea or gives a final thought

« Unity

= Befinition

«+ Unity means all sentences in the paragraph talk about one main idea.
+ If a sentence is not connected to the topic sentence, it breaks unity.
* Example (Good Unity):

* Topic Sentence: My hometown is a great place to visit.

* There are beautiful mountains to climb.

* Visitors can enjoy delicious local food.

* The people are friendly and helpful.

+ Example (Poor Unity):

* My hometown is a great place to visit.

* There are beautiful mountains to climb.

* The people are friendly and helpful.

« 1 like watching movies on weekends. 2{ (not related)

* Exercise: Check Unity
» Which paragraph has better unity? Why?
*A.

* My best friend is very kind. She always helps me with
my homework. She also likes pizza and horror movies.

*B.

* My best friend is very kind. She helps me when I have
a problem. She listens carefully and gives good advice.

+ [0 Answer guide: Paragraph B — all sentences support “kindness.”

+12. Coherence

Befinition

Coherence means the ideas in your paragraph are organized and easy to follow.

Good coherence makes your paragraph flow smoothly from one sentence to the next.
‘Ways to Create Coherence

Use logical order:

Time order (first, next, then, finally)

Importance (most important to least important)

General — specific

Use transition words:

Addition: also, moreover, in addition

Example: for example, for instance

Contrast: however, on the other hand

Result: therefore, as a result

Time: first, next, finally

+ #° Exercise: Add Transitions

*Rewrite this paragraph using transition words for
better coherence.

*] get ready for school. I wake up at 6:30 a.m. 1
eat breakfast. I take the bus at 7:30.

* ] Example answer:

*First, | wake up at 6:30 a.m. Next, I eat breakfast.
Finally, I take the bus at 7:30.

MH N



= Cohesion

* Befinition

+ Cohesion means the sentences are linked together with connecting
words, pronouns, and repeated key ideas.

+ Example:

* Original: My sister has a cat. The cat is very playful. It likes to chase
balls.

* Why cohesive? The writer repeats “cat™ and uses “it” to connect ideas.
* Bad cohesion:
* My sister has a cat. The animal is playful. My sister enjoys cooking. »¢{

* (The last sentence jumps to a new topic.

* #" Exercise: Improve Cohesion

* Rewrite the sentences with better connections.

*Tom bought a new bike. The bike is very fast.
Tom rides every day.

*We went to the zoo. The animals were
interesting. We liked the lions most.

» [Z2 Hint: Use pronouns and linking words like it,
they, because, and, also.

* 4 Shared Activity (20min):

* Production Task :

* Write a paragraph of 6-8
sentences.

+ Use linking words for
coherence.

* Keep all sentences on the
same topic for unity.

* Use pronouns and repeated
key words for cohesion

Feedback «coliect and give feedback
(1 Smin) about the topic sentence

WRITING COURSE
COMPLETION CEREMONY

Dr. ANDRE KONE Dr. KADIDIATOU TOURE

UNIT FIVE: Paragraph writing

+ Seminar 10: Supporting and concluding Sentences
» -* By the end of this seminar, students should be able to...
* - write a coherent argument to back up their topic sentence
‘ * - illustrate their arguments
N conclude their paragraph
N\

-

III Click to add title

ning gn langua 1 able
skills a person can acquire. It not only allows people to
communicate with others from different countries, but it
also opens doors to new cultures and perspectives. For
example, someone who learns Spanish can better
understand the traditions and lifestyles of many Latin
American countries. In addition, mastering another
language can improve career opportunities, as many
employers prefer candidates who can speak more than one
language. For all these reasons, learning a new language
can significantly enrich both personal and professional
life.




.1 Intruﬂuc'ﬂk,mq;gument

to present or add ideas that support the t
sentence.

Function

To introduce the first argument

Examples: Firstly, To begin with, The first
reason is that...

®

®

®
.

To add more arguments

Examples: Moreover, In addition,
Furthermore, Another important point is that...
To show contrast (if needed)

.

» Examples:However, On the other hand,
Nevertheless. ..

« 2 Giving an Illustration / Example
* to make an idea clearer or m
concrete.
. * Function
* Examples: To introduce an example
For example, For instance, Such as,
To illustrate, In particular...
&&& * To explain in detail
» Examples: This shows that..., This
means that..., One example of this is...

T —

» 3 Writing a Conclusive Sentence

NOTE J

* Used to summarize or close the paragraph.

* Function

* To conclude

» Examples: In conclusion, To sum up, In short, To conclude, All
in all, Therefore...

* To restate the main idea

+ Examples: For all these reasons..., As a result...,
Consequently..., Thus...

';‘ Instructions for Students: ‘

Read the paragraph below carefully.

You will notice that it contains too many unrelated details
and lacks clear organization.

.

.

Your task is to revise it to make it:

Clear (focused on one main idea)

Unified (all sentences support the same topic)

Well-organized (with a topic sentence, arguments, and a
conclusion)

The ' is 'lé.rg'é and has a lake where ducks swim.

Sometimes the water is dirty, and children play football near
it. There are also many restaurants and shops downtown that
sell delicious food. Last weekend, I went shopping with my
cousin, and we bought a pair of shoes. The city is also trying
to reduce pollution. Many people use bicycles now, and there
are special lanes for them. It rains a lot in my city, especially
in winter. I think my city is nice.

n Model Answer (Revised Paragraph): &
1

* My city is becoming a cleaner and more environmentat
friendly place to live. In recent years, the local government
has encouraged people to use bicycles instead of cars, which
has helped reduce pollution. There are now special bike
lanes and more trees planted along the streets, making the
city greener and healthier. For example, new recycling bins
have been placed in every neighborhood to promote waste
separation. Thanks to these efforts, the air quality has
improved, and residents enjoy spending more time outdoors.
Overall, these changes show that my city is committed to
protecting the environment and improving people’s quality

of life. v

* No

clear topic  Clear topic: environmental improvement

in the city

* Too many unrelated ideas (shopping, weather, ducks)
Removed irrelevant details

* Descriptive only

Added argumentation (government

efforts, environmental results)

* No

structure ~ Now includes topic sentence, arguments,

example, conclusion

NSt

» Below are five sentences taken from one paragraph — but
they are in the wrong order.

* Rearrange them so that they form a logical and coherent
paragraph.

« Pay attention to the topic sentence, arguments, examples,
and conclusion.




* A. For example, some companies now allow employees to
work from home several days a week to save time and
reduce stress.

+ B. Technology has greatly improved the way people work in
modern offices.

* C. These changes show how technology makes professional
life more efficient and flexible.

+ D. One major benefit is that digital tools make
communication and collaboration much faster.

« E. In addition, online meetings and cloud platforms allow
people to share ideas instantly, no matter where they are.
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